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As Kool and the Gang sang:  

“Celebrate Good Times, Come on… 

It’s time to come together, 

It’s up to you, what’s your pleasure” 

 

We hope this newsletter captures some wonderful memories 
of the 2025 busy summer season. Enjoy! 

 

In addition to the amazing 
memories of KLCOA 
events, this Fall issue of 
Kennisis Breeze will        
feature a keen                             
photographer, David Moon, 
who shares many of his 
unique photos on social  
media for others to enjoy.  

“Canoe at Sunset from   
earlier in the summer.... 
sometimes you get a      
surprise when chasing light. 
I was worried it would be a 
great sunset when I     
rounded the point to see the 
clouds on the horizon. But 
patience paid off and the 
sky started to change colour 
to these wonderful purple 
tones well after the sun had 
set .”  ……(permission from  
David Moon) 

(See pages 41 - 42 for more 
photos.) 

This fall issue of Kennisis 
Breeze is a bit longer than 
usual. 

Although it is meant to 
celebrate the work of the 
KLCOA organization, it 
also reflects the eager 
work of many volunteers 
who step up to help us 
with the delivery of many 
events offered to our 
members.  

The 3 newsletters for 
2025, especially this one,  
truly reflect the special 
Kennisis Lake Community 
supported and endorsed 
by our community builders 
sponsors. Thank you! 



 

Message From Our Co-Presidents,  

Deb Wratschko and Scott Durie 

 

 

 

Well, another summer has come and gone – can you believe the weather we’ve had in  
early Fall?  On behalf of your Co-Presidents, our sincere thanks to all the Kennisis Lakes 
volunteers and the KLCOA Board for their leadership, energy and participation in an       
action-packed summer filled with programs and initiatives that continue to build our      
wonderful lake community. 

Again this year, the calendar was full!  Ladies of the Lake Lunch, Fireworks, Rock Bass 
Fishing Derby, Art on the Dock, Dark Sky Event, and the season wrap-up at Family Fun 
Day…hope you had an opportunity to share in the experiences.  

The KLCOA continues to monitor, run programs and educate on septic health, water    
quality, safe boating, marker buoys, abandoned docks, traditional rights of way, blue-green 
algae, invasive phragmites and more. 

Your KLCOA operates many programs and events throughout the year. These are all     
coordinated by the KLCOA Board of Directors and volunteers and funded by membership 
fees, sponsorship, program fees and donations.  

Once again, we remind you to make sure you’re signed up to receive our eblasts and      
follow www.klcoa.org for updates and information.  As always, we’ve been updating the 
community bulletin board at the Marina – it’s a great source of information.  Also, continue 
to look for information on the website – it should be your go-to source for program and        
Initiative details….check it out!   

We’re always open to feedback.  If you have comments, concerns or anything else to 
share, we can be reached at:  

Deb -      klcoa.president.2017@gmail.com and                     

Scott -    scott.durie@pinepoint.ca 

Have a great winter and we look forward to seeing you in the Spring.  

Sincerely,  

Deb Wratschko and Scott Durie 
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Art enables us to find ourselves and 
lose ourselves at the same time.”  

Thomas Merton  

 
 

 

 
Many thanks to Janis Parker, the sponsors and the many artists 
who contributed to the 2025 Art on the Dock this summer. 
Donations from the Artists and sponsors are gifted to the            
Haliburton Arts Council to be utilized by the Arts Council Artist in the 
School and Community programmes. 
 
Our Art on the Dock event has donated in excess of $40,000.00 to 
the Haliburton Arts Council over the last 9 years. 

Art On The Dock 2025 

“Learning never         
exhausts the mind.”  

 Leonardo da Vinci  
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“Art is not what 
you see, but what 
you make others 

see.”  

 Edgar Degas  
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“Artists can do 
whatever they 

want!”                   
Marina Abramovic  
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“Vision is the art of seeing what is invisible 
to others.”  

Jonathan Swift  
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KLCOA  Membership 
As of Nov. 2025, we have 574 paid members in our Kennisis Lake Cottage Owners        
Association! KLCOA Members will soon receive their annual reminder to pay their dues 
for 2026. New members can sign up using the automated process online at  

https://klcoa.org/membership/membership-registration/ 

On average, 65% of Property Owners on Kennisis Lakes are KLCOA members. 

 

As part of our membership drive for 2026, non members will also be invited to our  

Spring Meeting. Stay tuned for details!                  
 

 

Plans for 2026 Art on the Dock will be communicated 
through our eblasts and on our website, www.klcoa.org 

Stay tuned and hope to see you next year! 
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 Your KLCOA stewardship committee reminds 
members that our YouTube channel offers 4 
KLCOA webinars for your viewing based on 
your feedback from the 2021 survey 
“KENNISIS ALL OF US”.  

“Bugs in the Muck”: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=nsc4AsgWzfE&t=141s     

 

“Our Water Quality and Blue Green Algae - What 
You Need to Know”  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=IlAf5TTGo7Q&t=329s 

 

“Healthy Septic Systems” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=QdIGjLuY74o&t=15s 

                                                                                  
“Water Quality Monitoring on Kennisis Lake” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BpoQZTE7E6c 

Aquatic Plant Survey of the Kennisis Lakes 

The KLCOA commissioned the U-Links Centre for Community Based      
Research to undertake an Aquatic Plant Survey of the Kennisis Lakes. The  
purpose of the survey was twofold, first it was to survey the aquatic plant 
community within the Kennisis Lakes to establish a baseline inventory and 
second, it was to find and identify any invasive aquatic plant species that 
may be present there. 

The only potentially ecological invasive species found during the survey was  
the Yellow Flag Iris. Learn more about it through another informative       
webinar based on our research, entitled 

“Kennisis Lakes Aquatic Plant Inventory” coming in the spring of 2026. 
 

Check the eblasts and klcoa.org website for registration. 

For additional info, contact  

jimprince@sympatico.ca 

or 

Check out our YouTube channel! 

https://klcoa.org/klcoa-youtube-channel 

Yellow Flag Iris            

(Iris pseudacorus).  
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. 

Septic Inspections   
Review and Update 

2018  - Dysart et al           
Implemented a Mandatory 
Septic System Inspection     
Program 

2018, 2019 - The Kennisis 
Lakes (Area 1)  were the 
first inspections in Dysart: 

 2020  - “Order to Comply”  
inspections completed in 
2020 

2025 = Dysart will be      
completing Area 5             
inspections (Harcourt Park) 
which will complete one full 
cycle 

2028, 2027 = The Dysart 
Septic System Inspection 
Program will be on hold to 
focus on Short Term Rental 
Compliance and             
inspections. Septic         
inspection is expected to 
resume in 2028 for the 
Kennisis Lakes. 

See page 12 for an          
additional update! 

Kennisis Lake Water 
Levels 

Reservoir dams are at winter 
set levels and draw down   
ended Oct.15th to protect trout 
spawning.                              
To report a water level issue, 
contact Parks Canada's Water 
Management staff by email or 
phone and provide them your 
with your name, address and 
phone number, and they’ll get 
back to you as soon as possi-
ble. 

Email: trentsevern@pc.gc.ca 
Phone: 705-750-4064 
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Dysart et al Adds a New     

Assessment to the Septic  

inspection program 

Dysart et al has included a new 
initiative in addition to the    
septic inspection program. As 
stated on the Dysart et al   
website,                            
“Septic Inspections will include 
a complimentary Lake Health    
Assessment. This will include a 
brief review of the shoreline, as 
well as the remaining 30m      
setback. Staff will be looking for 
natural or mostly natural  
shorelines and will be providing             
informational feedback to   
property owners on how to   
improve their property.                               
Following the septic inspection, 
property owners will be        
provided a score out of 100 
along with detailed resources 
on how to make improvements 
should they  desire. This      
assessment will not result in 
enforcement as the Site       
Alteration By-Law is complaint 
based and this assessment is 
designed to be an added effort 
to promote lake health.                                    

Staff will be referencing 
the Site Alteration Sample 
Site Plan (see page 13) when       
assessing and scoring         
properties.” 

Although septic inspections are focused within Harcourt Park as part of Area 5, take some time to self 
assess your property using the Site Alteration Sample Site Plan provided on page 13. 

Cottage Life magazine reported that the score is divided in 3 parts: 

“50 points for a three-metre “ribbon of life” around the shoreline, 30 points for natural vegetation around 
the property, and 20 points for protection from erosion.” 
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Regatta 2025!  

This annual event 
is “an old fashioned 

lake party         
sponsored by the 

KLCOA and held at 
the marina” and this 

years regatta did 
not disappoint!  

Many thanks to the 
organizers, Kerin 

Harding and      
Beth DeMarsh 
along with their 
huge team of      

volunteers who 
helped to make  

another memorable 
regatta.              

The pictures say it 
all and results are 

posted on 
www.klcoa.org 

The organizers, Kerin Harding and Beth 
DeMarsh were busy before, during and after 
the event to make sure the day was a     
success. Well done and thank you, ladies! 

Lesley Lepine (master of ceremonies) and 
Deb Wratschko (KLCOA co-president) kept 
us on track and informed of events. 

Thank you to Peter Smith for mastering the            
ceremonies for the afternoon!  

Thank you to Smoke on the Water for keeping our 
bellies full and providing some entertainment for the 
crowd! 
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Whether young or all grown up, there 
was a race for everyone! Congratulations 
to all of the participants for their efforts 
and great sportsmanship! 

The t-shirt relay was a great example of 
pure fun through team building as      
families cheered on the contestants.   

All  results are posted on our website at  

www.klcoa.org 
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Games in the Tent 

Many thanks to Melanie 
and Sam for organizing 
a tent full of activities to 
challenge minds and 
challenge coordination 
or sit and enjoy    
someone painting a      
favorite character on a 
excited child’s face! 
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AI states “The game of horseshoes originated in ancient times. According to tradition, Roman officers 
played “quoits” with a metal ring, and their soldiers, who could not afford the equipment, used discarded 
iron horseshoes and pitched them toward a stake in the ground.  In 1910, the first world horseshoe-
pitching tournament was held in Bronson, Kansas.                                                                                  
Thank you to Graham Beach and his team of volunteers for keeping the tradition alive at our Regatta! 
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 Many participants took part in the canoe races building strength, coordination and a sense of direction. 

The regatta provided a new boat marshal with a very 
special ‘look-out’ volunteer with a very special job! 
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 Log rolling, known as birling, originated in 
the late 19th century from the work of 
lumberjacks who had to keep floating logs 
from jamming on rivers. To prevent jams, 
they would step onto the logs, and the 
spinning motion required them to develop 
skills to stay balanced, focus on quick 
foot speed and use their core strength 
which eventually evolved into a           
competitive sport where the goal was to 
knock opponents off the log.   

At our regatta, the aim is to stay on the 
log without losing balance and falling off. 

Hmm...we are definitely not lumberjacks 
but very good sports!  
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Trophies, medals and ribbons...but the fun did not end until it 
was determined who would win the famous egg toss           
competition! From youngsters to adults, the game was a big 
hit!!  

1st place = Matthew Hannan, Jaxon Hannan  

2nd place - Spencer Dale,  Jayson Dale 

3rd place = Chris Flynn, Ben Tanouye  

And many thanks to David Moon for capturing these egg toss 
action shots for us to enjoy! 

Thank you 
to the many 
families and      
businesses 

who donated 
the trophies 

over the 
years! 

“We 
won, 
we      

really 
won!!! 
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Upper Watershed Survey Scope in 2024 
Target area previously only had 1 data point for Invasive 
Phragmites (EDDMapS 2023) , representing a “Phrag”  data-desert 
for the upper-watershed region of Haliburton County 

 2023 2024 

13 

What are Invasive Phragmites? 

u Invasive Phragmites (Phragmites australis) 
are a highly aggressive species of reed grass 
that form dense monocultures, 
outcompeting native plants 

u Dense Growth Pattern 

u Difficult to Control 

u Economic Impact 

u Potential for Fire Hazard 
 

Identified as Canadas most dangerous invasive 
species (Ontario Invasive Plant Council, 2024) 

8 

Did You Know? Andrew M. Gordon, R.P.F., Director U-Links and Jim Prince, co-chair of U-
Links and our KLCOA vice president, presented to Dysart et al, requesting additional funding to 
remove phragmites stands in our area. The following are snapshots of the presentation that  
provide important details for us. 
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Upper Watershed Priority Sites – Wilkinson Site 1  
Removal by Manual Spading  
August 15th. 2025 

Wilkinson Site 1  
Near wetland and tributary 
into Kennisis Lake  

u Close to Kennisis Lake 
Marina 

u Size=~20m2 

 

Removal Method 
Manual Spading, Bagging 
Rhizomes (for treatment) and 
Burning Seed Heads 

Treated Rhizomes and Stalks – 
Dispose in Landfill/Transfer 
Station 
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Completed 4 Priority Sites Removal by Manual Spading 
August 15th. 2025 

Removal of all these stands 
could effectively eradicate 
Invasive Phragmites in the 
Haliburton/Dysart Upper 
Watershed area of interest. 
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THANK YOU !!! 
Many thanks to our hard-
working volunteers who gave 
up their personal time to 
begin the removal of    
Phragmites on West Shore 
and Wilkinson Rd. 

If you are interested in    
helping out in 2026 please 
contact  
Jim Prince 

jimprince@sympatico.ca  

or call (416) 5281739 

Phragmites Stand Removal  
The team of volunteers have now removed 6 phragmites 
stands on Big Kennisis and no phragmites were sited on Little     
Kennisis! 
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  Sailing Regatta Results 

Sunday August 3, 2025  

Overall Finish 

1st Place - John Cooke and Alvaro – Prindle 18 Catamaran 

2nd Place - Steve David and Iain Keith – “Marine One” Albacore 

3rd Place - Monte Lin – Hobie 16-T2 

  

Class Results 

 

Catamaran Class  

1st - John Cooke and Alvaro – Prindle 18 

2nd – Monte Lin – Hobie 16-T2 

 

Dinghy/Sloop Class  

1st – Steve David and Iain Keith – “Marine One” Albacore 

2nd - John Sensicle – RS Quest 

 

Laser/ Dinghy Class  

1st – Nicole Cooke – Open BIC  

Wing Foil Class  

1st – Steve Martin – Wing Foil Board  

Sailing Details 

There were 12 boats 
at the start in Bullfrog 
Bay, and this is the 
first year that the 
Kennisis Sailing    
Regatta welcomed a 
Wing Foil sailor! 
From Bullfrog Bay, 
the course was set  
northerly to Pine 
Point, west toward 
the Blueberry Islands 
and returning on a 
downwind run to the 
start.                 

Many thanks to all 
sailors who came out 
to enjoy the Kennisis 
breeze, to the sailing 
regatta volunteers, 
Luke for some great 
pictures and to Alina 
Goetz and family 
who commandeered 
the committee boat 
and crew and           
photographed the 
event.  
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Dysart Plans for Public          
Consultation #2 Regarding 
Shoreline Structures           
Nov.25, 9:05am, Council Chambers                                                                         

Dysart et al continues to review  
a zoning bylaw regarding    
shoreline structures.                                    
“The proposed changes will    
expand on current exceptions 
and proposes the addition of one 
(1) roofed structure within the 
minimum water setback. The 
draft policies limit the roofed 
structure to a shed, gazebo or 
sauna, while regulating their size   
(15 m2), height (3.5 m) and    
setbacks (3 m for sheds and  
saunas). 
The proposed policies require the 
applicant to own the shore road   
allowance in front of their      
property, if the structure will be 
located on it. The applicants 
must also obtain a Shoreline  
Report, with a score of 100% 
through the Municipal Lake 
Health Assessment Program.”                                                                                      
For more information on this           
amendment process, please visit 
www.dysartetal.ca 
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Storage of Docks on Public 

Land During Off Season 
I am writing on behalf of the          
Municipality of Dysart et al By-law 
Department to address the matter of 
unauthorized encroachments of pri-
vate docks on our public beaches 
and boat launch areas during the 
winter months. 
  
According to the Dysart Et Al        
Encroachment By-law, it is prohibited 
for any private installations such as 
docks to be placed on public lands 
without proper authorization. 

This includes but is not limited to 
public beaches and boat launch   
areas, which are meant to be        
accessible to all residents and      
visitors alike year round. 
  
This issue was discussed during the 
October 2024 Council Meeting, 
where it was agreed that steps must 
be taken to preserve the accessibility 
and natural beauty of our shared 
spaces during all seasons. 

The Council emphasized the        
importance of voluntary compliance 
with the By-law to prevent             
encroachments that inhibit public use 
and enjoyment of these areas.      

To facilitate the dissemination of this 
information, we are reaching out to 
lake associations with the aim of en-
couraging communication with their 

members. We ask for your cooperation in informing individuals and property owners about the restrictions on 
placing private docks on public lands. 

 
Our goal is to ensure compliance through education and clear communication rather than resorting to        
enforcement measures. However, please be advised that enforcement actions will be actively pursued this 
year for any continued non-compliance with the By-law. 

We strongly urge all members and property owners to review the Encroachment By-law and respect public 
spaces by ensuring any personal property is removed from these areas promptly. 
 

Your cooperation in this matter is vital to maintaining the integrity and shared enjoyment of our natural       
resources   

Thank you for your attention to this matter and for working with us to uphold the standards and regulations. 
             Cont’d page.40  
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that benefit our community as a whole. 
Should you have any questions or     
require further clarification, please do 
not hesitate to contact us. 

Please ensure that this                      
communication is circulated among 

relevant parties within your            
association. 

  
Thank you, 

  
Abby Roberts 

Municipal Law Enforcement Officer 
Municipality of Dysart et al 

135 Maple Ave. Box 389 Haliburton, 
ON, K0M 1S0 

Tel: (705) 457-1740    X: 634 
Fax: (705) 457-1964 

aroberts@dysartetal.ca 
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“The mosquitos were sleeping this  
morning and actually let me stand in the 
water and take my time photographing 
this lovely Blue Flag on our shoreline.  
I have certainly started paying more   
attention to the aquatic plants in the 
Lake after helping Jim Prince with the 
KLCOA Aquatic Plant Survey early in the 
week with U-Links staff Nick Weissflog & 
Shelby Merante 
This photo was taken in the afternoon 
with cooler afternoon noon light and 
shade.” 

“Good morning - captured a 
photo of this smiling deer 
eating lunch along West 
Shore Road earlier this 
week.” 

“Starting around mid-August, the  
Monarchs will start migrating         
thousands of kilometers south to their 
wintering grounds. The primary trigger 
for this epic journey is environmental 
cues. Decreasing day length, cooler 
temperatures, and the senescence of 
their primary food source, the        
milkweed plant, signal to a special 
"super generation" of monarchs that it 
is time to head south”. 

….more of David Moon Photos 
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“Another amazing sunrise 
on the lake today. Still a bit 
of smoke creating           
interesting colours!” 

“Good Morning 
KENNISIS - 
Full "Buck" 

moon from Cat 
Bay last night!” 

“Water skier on the 
lake early Saturday 
morning while fishing 
near Soap Pond.” 

Please visit David Moon’s websites for 
more stunning pictures at           
https://moonscapes.ca/ or          
https://moonscapes.ca/kennisis-lake 
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Another new Event for KLCOA members 

Paddle Day on Kennisis Lake August 16 2025 
Thank you to Gino  Ariano, our KLCOA director and a very experienced paddler, for            
organizing  this event for other interested  KLCOA members.  
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Two Different Types of Smoke           
  Alarms                                          
Ionization Smoke Alarm uses a 
small amount of radioactive material 
to ionize the air between two      
electrically charged plates, causing a 
measurable current to flow  between 
plates. When smoke enters the 
chamber, it changes the flow of    
current, which is detected and      
activates the alarm.                           
Photoelectric Smoke Alarm uses a 
light source that is aimed away from 
a sensor in a sensing chamber. 
When smoke enters the chamber it 
reflects the light onto the sensor, 
which is detected and activates the 
alarm.                                       
Smoke alarms can be electrically      
connected, battery operated, or both.                
If you have any questions          
regarding fire safety, please    
contact our local fire department                                              
Chief Dan Chumbley 705 457 1740 

Testing your smoke alarm is a thirty-second    
life saver. 

Change your clocks, change your  

batteries. 
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Why Worry About Abandoned Docks? 
 

Please remember that we have a dock etiquette guideline to remind our KLCOA 
community that leaving docks abandoned on the shorelines:  

 

· is dangerous, because the wood rots and deteriorates leaving rusted nails, 
screws and metal hardware exposed which is dangerous to humans and 
wildlife as well as scattering broken off debris into the lake causing boating 
hazards  

· causes the Styrofoam blocks to rub on the rocks causing styrofoam pellets 
to enter the lakes and increase the micro plastics info our waters 

· becomes an eyesore, taking away from the beauty of our natural shoreline 

This dock was discarded at the 
boat launch on Wilkinson Rd 
causing all of the above        
mentioned issues. It has been in 
this location all summer. Please 
work with us in protecting our        
community members, our wildlife 
and our lakes. 
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IT’S A WRAP!! 
Our end of the season event was held at the Kennisis Lake Marina event tent and 
was attended by many families who enjoyed the opportunity to celebrate a super 
summer season!! Thanks to Jacquie Geall and all of the folks who contributed to the 
event as well as all who attended  to make this last event 
such a success. 

 

Hope to see         
everyone in 2026! 
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OUR COMMUNITY 
BUILDERS 

GOLD 
The Snucin Family 

Barb Shannon & Dean Drager 
 

BRONZE 
Susan Marlow 

Shepherd Environmental 
Jon & Helena Sims 

Duncan & Judy Kent 
 

 
 

 

        
Thank 
You! 
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THANK YOU TO OUR 2025 
KLCOA CORPORATE SPONSORS! 



KLCOA thanks our       
sponsors who have             
supported us for the 

2025 season!  

Thank you for           
contributing your part in 

our  journey! 
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