
Kennisis Lake Cottage Owners Association 

Spring 2023 Newsletter 

Kennisis Breeze 
Plans for Summer 2023    

Activities 
Tree Planting Program 

Please contact  
Abbey Gardens 

KLCOA Spring Meeting 
May 24th  

Virtual Meeting 

7:00pm 

Register at www.klcoa.org 

Bugs in our Muck Webinar 

May 31 st 

7:00 pm- 8:00pm 

Ladies Of The Lake Lunch 

July 1st  

Rain date: July 2nd 

   KLCOA Fireworks/CANADA 
DAY 

 Friday July 1st  

Rain date: July 2nd 

Shoreline Restoration      
Workshop  

July 7th  

Redstone Lake 

Rock Bass Fishing Derby 

July 8th  

 Art on the Dock 

July 15th & 16th 

  Septic System  Workshop 

July 15th 

10am -12:pm  

Regatta  

Aug. 5th 

Sailing Regatta 

Aug. 6th 

Sailing Series  

Date to be announced 

KLCOA General Meeting 

To Be Determined 
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Kennisis Lake Marina is preparing 
for a busy, exciting summer. With 
the addition of a new event tent, 
your Kennisis Lake Marina is    
fulfilling their vision to be a “go to”  
destination!  Read the full story on 
page 5, which details the various 
events planned for the 2023    
season. 

What a great way to celebrate     
Canada Day with the KLCOA 
Fireworks and the new Marina 

event tent! 

156 
Years 
Old 



 
A Message From Our President, Deb Wratschko 

 
Spring is finally here and I am sure we are all getting excited for another summer of fun in the sun 
at the lake. 
 
Your KLCOA Board, and a number of dedicated volunteers have been hard at work this past    
winter preparing for the start-up of some regular programs and initiatives as well as for the         
introduction of some new ones.  We have been continuing our work on our bylaws, governance, 
practices and policies to bring them in line with the finally updated ONCA (Ontario Not-for-profit 
Corporations Act) regulations. Some of these will be presented at the Spring Meeting and the    
majority of them will be introduced at the Fall Annual Meeting. 
 
Ladies of the Lake Luncheon, Fireworks, Art on the Dock, Rock Bass Fishing Derby, and Regatta 
are all on the calendar for this year.  We will also be holding a new ‘What’s up Kennisis’ webinar at 
the end of May titled “Bugs in Our Muck! - Benthic Biomonitoring on the Kennisis Lakes”. 
 
In 2021 the ‘KennisIS All of Us’ survey identified a number of programming activities that            
responders would like to see happening in the Community.  The Kennisis Lake Marina has taken 
that info and created a summer of fun activities with the installation of its new Event Tent. Read the 
article in this newsletter that describes the exciting programs and events planned at the Marina this   
summer. 
  
Attend the Spring Meeting and watch eblasts as well as our website for regular updates on all   
programs, initiatives and events. 
 
The KLCOA programs, events and initiatives require many volunteers beyond the board of         
directors.  Our new volunteer database is growing and we thank those of you who have added 
your names so that we have a list of volunteers at the ready when we need them.  Whether you 
can volunteer to help with a specific event, join a committee or offer your professional expertise 
when requested we would appreciate hearing from you.  You can sign up to the database from any 
eblast. 
 
Adequate internet access will not be available in time for our Spring Meeting to allow us to do a 
combination in person and virtual event.  To be able to include the maximum number of our    
members we have chosen to make this a virtual event. You can find the full agenda on our website 
at klcoa.org.  Please remember that you must sign up online by May 22 in order to receive the link 
to join the meeting on May 24. 
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2023 is an election year for the KLCOA board of directors.  If you are interested in finding out 
more about joining the board, please reach out to myself, our nomination director Joan        
Middleton or any board member.   
 
My email box is always open!  If you have comments, concerns or positive feedback to share 
with myself and the board please reach out to klcoa.president.2017@gmail.com 
 
I look forward to seeing everyone on the lake summer!   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Deb Wratschko 
 
klcoa.president.2017@gmail.com 
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Exciting Programs and Events Planned at Kennisis Lake Marina 
This Summer! 

With the installation of its new Event Tent, the Kennisis Lake Marina will 
be the go-to destination for music, events, and programs. Marina owners, 
Gary Bouwmeister, Jim Dale and Chad Burdon are installing a  40-foot by 
60-foot tent, which should be ready this May. The tent is  located right 
next to the Pickle Ball Courts and can accommodate up to 200  people.   
The tent is available to rent for community events and private functions.  

 

The first musical event, “Sheer Heart Attack”- celebrating the music of 
Queen, was sold out in less than a day, with additional tickets being 
added for outdoor seating.  

 

Sue Bin, a long-time Kennisis Lake cottager and teacher will be running 
Camp Kennisis, a day camp for kids 5-11 yrs. old.  The 3-day- a- week 
camp will be run for 6 sessions, beginning the week of July 11th. The   
programs will include crafts, activities, and pickleball. For information 
and registration, please contact Sue at suecampk@gmail.com 

 

Art classes and workshops will take place every Friday during July and      
August. Joyce Sumara, artist and Kennisis Lake cottager, along with local  
artist Harvey Walker will host a variety of programs for all levels. For details 
go to http://artinthetent.corsizio.com/  

 

Local Yoga instructor Lorrie McCauley will be offering yoga classes Sundays 
to Thursdays.   Sessions are available at both the advanced level (with    
modifications offered) as well as beginner/relaxing yoga. Classes will be     
offered in  8 class packages or pay as you go.  Lorrie will also be offering 
Yoga for Kids and Self Defense/Karate for Kids.  For information and    
registration, please contact Lorrie directly at athleticmeditation@gmail.com. 

How do I find out more? 

The following page lists the programs and events planned and confirmed as of time of writing.  
For the most up to date information, visit the Marina Website at www.kennisislakemarina.com 
and click on “ Events”.  

Events and Programs will be announced on social media. You can follow the Marina on Instagram 
or check out Facebook posts on “Kennisis Lake is Better than Your Lake”                                    
or Pickleball@The Lake.  
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Live music @ Smoke on the Water- Every Friday and Saturday 

Camp Kennisis: Tuesday-Thursday, Weeks of July 11, 18, 25, August 1, 8, 15 

Art- Open Studio and Classes–Fridays 

Yoga – Sundays to Thursdays 

  

June 24 - 9 am-noon:  Pickleball Open House* 

July 1 - KLCOA Fireworks* 

July 8 - Kennisis Courts Under 30 Pickleball Tournament** 

  Sheer Heart Attack (Queen Tribute Band) -Sold Out 

July 11- Euchre Tournament* 

July 22- Poker Run* 

July 29- Halloween in July* 

August 5- KLCOA Regatta* 

     Comedy Night* 

August 6- Storyteller- Bob Graham* 

August 12- Corn Hole Tournament 

August 15- Euchre Tournament* 

August 19- Kennisis Courts Annual Pickleball Tournament** 

August 23- Kennisis/Stanhope Pickleball Tournament** 

August 26- Rock on the Dock @ the Bouwmeisters 

September 2 -Comedy Night* 

 

* Details coming soon. 

 

**Members only- Spectators and Cheerleaders welcomed! For Pickleball membership inquiries, 
please contact Lisa Dale at cottagecourts@gmail.com 

 

How can I rent the tent?  

For information on renting the Kennisis Event Tent, or if you are interested in running a program, 
please contact Sheelagh Lawrance and Liz Austin at kennisiseventtent@gmail.com 
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KLCOA Board of Director Elections 2023 
 

At the Annual General Meeting of the KLCOA in September 2023, elections will be held for the  
new Board of Directors. All current directors wishing to run again must stand for re-election  
along with any new candidates. 
 
The Board is a working board. Each Director is expected to take on at least one portfolio 
and/or major project. There are a minimum of six board meetings per year, in a 
combination of face-to-face meetings and conference calls. You must be a KLCOA member in  
good standing to be elected to the Board. 
 
We are currently accepting nominations. We are especially  
looking for, but not limited to, new  directors with skills in      
website administration, roads monitoring and maintenance as  
well as expertise or keen interest in government relations,    
building community and engaging our next  generation. 
 
If you are interested, please contact the Nomination Committee with any questions you may  
have. You will be required to submit the nomination/consent to run form as well as a                   
4 or 5 sentence paragraph about who you are, your skills set, why you want to run, and a        
cottage-themed photo of yourself, which will be published to the membership after                   
July 31st, 2023. 
 
Nomination Committee Chair: Joan Middleton, KLCOA VP jmiddletonlake@gmail.com 
Deb Wratschko, KLCOA President klcoa.president.2017@gmail.com 
Jacquie Geall, KLCOA Secretary jacandclay@icloud.com 
 
Please submit nominations before July 31in order to post them on 
the KLCOA website.    
 
Watch for slate listing after July 31st  in an eblast and on our    
website. 
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Better Fishing at the Home Show! 
Brand New this year! 

The C.H.A. has spent part of the winter developing a tip sheet with 
practical tips on improving  fishing in your lake.  

The tip sheet will be available to all at the Haliburton Home and       
Cottage Show – June 2-4th. 

https://www.haliburtonhomeandcottageshow.com/ 

The show brings together over 130 vendors at the  A.J. LaRue Arena & Haliburton Curling Club.  

Pick up your Better Fishing Tip Sheets at the C.H.A. booth – Booth #201  

We will also have tip sheets on handling guests & renters, keeping your septic system healthy,      
invasive species and much more.  All free!  

 

Let’s get fishing!  
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Are You Thinking About      
Shoreline Restoration?  

The Haliburton County Master Growers 
suggest many options for you but here 
are 2 ideas that may work for you. For 
more ideas, visit  
 
https://www.haliburtonmastergardener.ca/  

 
for a detailed booklet on plants, shrubs 
and trees that are suitable for zone 4. 
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Loons and Lead 
The sound of the loon is one 
of the most peaceful sounds 
on a lake, early in the morn-
ing or late at night. Many of 
us have watched loons dive 
for food or dive for pebbles 
which aid in their digestion. 
The worry for our loons is the 
ingestion of lead...from fishing 
sinkers or lures. A single lead 
sinker can kill a loon. We are 
asking our fishing folks to 
check their tackle boxes and 
remove any lead based 
tackle. 
Ask for lead free fishing tackle 
when you are replacing or   
replenishing your fishing 
tackle.  
According to the Government 
of website, “the ingestion of 
small lead fishing sinkers and 
jigs is a major cause of death 
in breeding Common Loons in 
Canada.”  
Canada.ca welcomes  and 
encourages organizations to 
promote the concept of    
switching to lead free tackle. 
Read about the Ontario Out 
Of Doors buy back program 
at  www.oodmag.com/ 

Additional information is  
available at   
www.hhhs.ca/news. 
 
Questions can be directed to 
the office of the CEO at  
 
mhenry@hhhs.ca or  
705 457 2527 
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A New Video about the Community of Drag and Spruce Lakes 
Since 2020 the property owners on Spruce and Drag Lakes have joined forces in an effort to learn about    
Eurasian Watermilfoil (EWM) and determine the best way to manage its presence in our lakes. With a grant 
from the Haliburton County Development Corporation, the Drag and Spruce Lakes Property Owners'             
Association (DSLPOA) engaged Brad Brown to produce a short video documenting our progress up to         
summer 2022.  
To view the video click on this link: https://vimeo.com/810673970                                                                              
If, after watching the video, you have questions about the DSLPOA EWM Program, send an email 
to DSLPOAEWM@gmail.com. Volunteer assignments are available from June through until the end of         
September. Donations to the EWM Fund can be made at any time - directions can be found at the top left of our 
website, www.dragandsprucelakes.ca                                                                                                                         

Jim Miners, Chair of the EWM Working Group 
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FOCA Aquatic Invasive Species Prevention & Monitoring            
Program 

Tips for Boaters 
Some aquatic species can survive more than two weeks out of water 

 
Before you go                                                                                                                                                     
Visually inspect your boat, motor, trailer and all fishing gear. Look for aquatic debris that might 
be dried and still clinging to your equipment since the last outing. 
Washing and/or drying your equipment will kill harmful invasive 
species.     
 
Watch out 
While on the water, steer your boat or watercraft clear of areas 
known to have invasive species. Propellers can cut up plants; and 
oars or paddles can break stems, further spreading invasive       
species. 
 
When you leave 
At the boat launch, inspect your boating equipment: boat, motor, trailer, rollers, axles, anchors, 
centerboards and fishing gear and remove any zebra mussels and/or other animals and plant 
debris (stems/leaves) that are visible. Dispose of debris in the garbage, or compost on land - 
never near any water body. Prior to leaving the boat launch, drain water from the motor, live 
well, bilge, and transom wells, and leave your drain plug out while travelling. 

 

Follow these Quick Tips: 

 

Found a suspected invasive species? Report it: 1-800-563-7711  or http://www.eddmaps.org/ontario/ 

 

GOOD BETTER BEST 

Clean, Drain Clean, Drain, Dry Clean, Drain, Disinfect 

CLEAN off all visible mud, 
vegetation and other 
debris 

Pull and store the DRAIN 
plug, lower your out-
board to drain standing 
water and drain live 
wells before leaving the 

In addition to cleaning and 
draining: 

DRY your boat and  
equipment in hot or 
sunny weather for 2-7 
days before transport-
ing them to another 
body of water 

Use a pressure washer to spray off your 
boat and trailer (250psi) OR rinse off 
your boat and trailer with hot water 
(greater than 50°C) 

To prevent the spread of VHS, rinse live 
wells with 10% household bleach/
water solution (i.e. 100ml of bleach 
to 1L water). Rinse well with water to 
remove any residual chlorine.  
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                  Soap Pond 

Welcome ! 

Please Enjoy the Use of Soap Pond  

and the Soap Pond Lands 
While visiting, hiking or having a picnic, please remember the following simple guidelines for 
the use of this area which will help to ensure your personal safety, the preservation of Soap 
Pond and surrounding lands as well the continued enjoyment of others: 
 Day Use Only - No Overnight Camping. 
 No Campfires or Fireworks are Permitted. 
 Do Not Litter or Leave Anything on the Property. 
 Motorized Vehicles are Prohibited on the Soap Pond Lands.                                                                       
 Winter Access to Westshore Road by Snowmobile is Permitted. 
 There are No Toilet Facilities – Please Do What You Need to Do Before or After You   
 Access the Property. 
 No Excessive Noise. 
 Please Respect the Soap Pond Neighbours.  
 Use of the Soap Pond Lands is at Your Own Risk. 

 
Anyone accessing this property assumes all responsibility for any injury or loss while on the 

property.   
 

Your KLCOA has acquired Soap Pond since the legal transfer from Dysart et al 
was completed. A workshop discussion was held in September 2022 to determine 
land use principles for the public given that the land must remain in its natural 
state, the access to the Lipsy Lake portage must be retained and for liability      
reasons, the rope swing must be removed and no ATV’s or Dirt bikes are allowed. 
The following principles were established, agreed upon, and signage has been  
created to inform visitors to Soap Pond. Please respect these principles and enjoy 
your time at Soap Pond. 
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The Kennisis Lake History Book Project  
By Natalie Wood 

The History of The Dam 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you ever journeyed over the dam and down the Kennisis River? 
Has it ever occurred to you that the Kennisis River system is an old water 
route that can take you a very long way? Today, there still exists some      
remnants of the past as you travel down the river system. The Hawk Lake 
Log Chute is one of few remaining chutes that can be easily accessed to    
witness the power of the water flow and the marvel of human manipulation of 
nature.  
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Hawk Lake Log Chute 
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The land, lake and river routes of Ontario were once used for thousands of 

years by the First Nations People. The Lake Simcoe route to the Muskokas and 
Algonquin Park via the Burnt and Gull River systems was used extensively by the 
First Nations to access their traditional spring, summer and fall hunting, fishing 
and trapping lands. Before the construction of dams and the manipulation of the 
waterways, The First Nations people would have paddled and portaged to their 
ancestral hunting and trapping area. It is almost certain that the creation of the 
dams and the timber river drives changed the way they accessed their lands    
dramatically. 

Prior to the first dam built at Kennisis, our lake would have had water levels 
more consistent with what we see with our current late fall level. Large old tree 
stumps can still be seen near some shorelines and islands around the lake. One 
can assume that long ago tall pines stood on land before humans controlled  
flooding of the lake. According to the coalition of Equitable Water Flow, normal  
water levels were 6 to 14 feet lower than they are today. Today’s big lakes were 
smaller, small lakes were ponds, and rivers might have been no more than creeks 
prior to flooding and the re-facing of the aquatic landscape created after dam  
construction.  
(https://cewf.typepad.com/CEWF_Info_sheet_2022_update.pdf)                                 
 In the 1800’s, the waterways were the only source of transportation for the          
lumbermen to get their timber down to the mills at Bobcaygeon and Trenton.   
Kennisis Lake is the one of the most northern reservoir lakes within the Trent  
Severn watershed. In 1870, the lumbermen were forced to move further north to 
the Haliburton area in order to find more large pine to harvest. The main mode to 
transport these vast amounts of large timbers was via the waterways of the Gull 
and Burnt River systems. This area watershed drained a vast area of large lakes, 
rivers and marshes. According to James T Angus, in his book A Respectable 
Ditch, it could take up to two years for logs from the Haliburton area to reach the 
mills in Trenton. The building of dams and slides greatly improved the speed at 
which the logs could move downstream. 

The Kennisis Lake dam, like all the other 44 dams in the County, was    
originally constructed by the loggers. These original dams were erected with no 
authority, nor were any environmental concerns taken under consideration when 
they were built. The only purpose of the dams was to move the logs as fast as 
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In 1870, Mossom Boyd purchased 1115 acres of land to harvest the timber. 
This is the area we now know as the Haliburton Forest. One of the first things  
Mr. Boyd had to organize was the construction of dams. The rivers and creeks 
had to been cleared of any debris that would hold up the timber logs. Any        
bottleneck in the rivers would need to be made navigable. In order to finance this 
task, Boyd came up with plan and negotiated a deal with the newly formed      
Canadian Land and Emmigration Company. It was far easier for new settlers to 
the area to secure an acreage that had been cleared of the extremely large trees. 
Boyd arranged that he would provide the manpower to harvest the pine along the 
Gull and Burnt River systems in return for a long -term lease on the timber   
clearing rights. (Timber Empire,84) 

 
June of 1870, Mossom Boyd wrote in his notes that a “4 foot dam at the foot 

of Kenisis Lake” needed to be built. By 1873 a timber crib dam was built 
and ever since, there has always been a dam on Kennisis Lake. (Lumber 
Empire,99) 

 

The need to create reservoir lakes for the timber became evident to Mossom 
Boyd in the spring of 1870, when a winter of little snowfall and an early thaw 
meant he could not get his timber booms downstream. (Timber Empire, 99). By 
1873 the construction of a timber dam had been completed on Kennisis Lake 
hopefully ensuring the timber drives would continue successfully. 

 

 July 1, 1878, surveyor Alexander Niven sent a telegram to Mossom Boyd 
that stated “stop logs are taken out of Oblong Lake and about to be taken 
out at Keneeses Dam” 

 
On August 22, 1879, Norman Barnhart (Boyd’s Haliburton foreman) wrote to 
Boyd that even though the stop logs had been taken out of Kennisis Lake Dam,  
the water had not yet reached Fenelon Falls and therefore there was a hold-up of 
the logs. Boyd’s timber was stranded because some dams were managed by 
lumbermen and some were starting to be managed by the Ontario government. 
There would have originally been “damkeepers” whose job was to keep an eye 
on the water levels and dam maintenance. They would have travelled by canoe 
to oversee the dams.    
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Since many different lumber companies were sending logs down the various 
river systems, and sometimes a company held up the logs of others on purpose, 
authority over the dams became the Federal Governments responsibility in 
1905. The Dam structure is now owned and operated by the Parks Canada. The 
lake and riverbed are under the jurisdiction of Ministry of Natural Resources 
(Ontario). The current dam controls the water flowing out of the Kennisis Lake 
and into Red Pine Lake, then Nunikani Lake, to Big Hawk, Halls and into    
Boshkung Lake. The dam is used to maintain water in Kennisis Lake and         
ultimately serves to stabilize one of many water sources for the Trent Severn 
waterway.  
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 The years of the great timber drives came to an 
abrupt halt with the last of the great white pine taken out 
of the Kennisis Lake area in 1886. Smaller logging     
companies took over from Boyd’s large operation and 
logs could still be seen floating down the lake in the early 
cottaging history days. 

The dam has been reconstructed many times over its 
history. A newspaper article from 1943, states that there 
was severe flooding in Minden. Since the Kennisis Lake 
dam was located in a “out of the way area” and was      
difficult to reach, due to lake of roads, concerns of it 
breaching or breaking were considerable.                                                                                     
 In 1958, a very dry summer resulted in most of          
Haliburton’s reservoir lakes to being drawn down to levels 
lower than anything previously experienced. Residents of 
many lakes were so outraged that a number of them   
gathered at the Red Umbrella Inn on Twelve Mile Lake 
and demanded that some kind of remedial action be 
taken to prevent similar occurrences in the future.  As a 
result, The Haliburton Highlands Property Owners Council 
was formed in 1961 by delegates of 10 cottagers’          
associations from lakes in Haliburton County. These lakes 
all had a shared common concern of the annual drop in 
water levels - the annual drop in water level caused by its 
use for storage purposes by the Trent Canal Authority. 
 Early cottaging history reveals stories of “running 
the dam”, hiding under the water flow of the dam, skiing 
the dam and all sorts of other fun activities. Unfortunately, 
a tragic accident put a sad end to all of the above. For 
years after, one could always walk across the dam and sit 
down and take in the views. The new dam no longer     
allows for anyone to walk across it. The new dam      
manages the water level flow more efficiently than       
previous dams and is said it will last for 80 years. 

Black Flies 
 
Oh black flies 
I despise 
You and your bitey 
ways, 
Your flighty days. 
You sneak behind my 
ears 
Gorge on my blood 
With no fears 
And creep under my 
hair 
To nip as you dare. 
I’m itching and bitching 
And can’t smack you 
enough. 
I know I’m strong 
But you are too tough, 
And I’ll have to go   
netted 
Until you are vetted 
Or better yet 
Dead-ed. 
 
Shirley Turchet 
 

...a comic relief break 
- a creative look at the present,  
inspired by the notorious black 

flies!!! 



 
In 2006, the Coalition for Equitable Waterflow was formed and this        

volunteer association represented the interests of shoreline property owners of 
the reservoir lakes within the Haliburton section of the Trent River watershed.  
Shoreline property owners concerned that low water levels on some of the    
reservoir lakes, coupled with rapid drops in the water levels in August and    
September, were resulting in a curtailed navigation season. There was concern 
that the fluctuating water level was causing significant ecological impacts, and 
that the deteriorating state of the TSW infrastructure was potentially a public 
safety issue.  

 
https://parks.canada.ca/ and https://cewf.typepad.com/ 

CEWF_Info_sheet_2022_update.pdf 

Kennisis Lake Dam 



 With the growth of cottage development in the Haliburton Highlands, a    
different procedure for drawing water was derived. Water is now drawn from each 
of the lakes on an equal percentage basis according to the storage range         
established for each lake. For  example, when a lake with a relatively large    
storage range of 3.0m is drawn down 50%, its level will be at 1.5m, while a lake 
with 1.0m of usable storage will be lowered to 0.5m. Several times a week, staff 
read water levels at dams and make the necessary log changes ensuring that the 
lowerings are proportional. 
 

 Over the years, Trent -Severn Watershed policies have evolved to include a 
complex number of factors: development in the reservoir areas, flood control, 
protection of lake trout spawn and hydro-electricity generation. Water is taken out 
of reservoir lakes from the May Long Weekend until Thanksgiving and results in 
an approximately 6- 8 foot drop in water levels . 
 
            (cont’d on page  26) 
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As a fairly new and naïve cottager, I thought we had a big beach when we 
bought in the fall of 2012 and the following April, I was in for a surprise when the 

picnic table by the “beach” was now under water.                                            

Timeline of the Dam 

1870  first mention of a dam needing to be built 
1877  rock filled crib dam replaces the timber dam 
1884   dynamite brought in by a “cadged” road for dam reconstruction  
1896 a retrofit  
1933 a retrofit  
1943 May 20th, concerns over high flood waters 

Kennisis Lake Dam 
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 1951 new dam constructed  
 1972  both ends of the dam were extended 
 1980  extended in height and at sides 
 2007       new wooden deck installed 
 2016       new dam installed 

 

 For more information about Mossom Boyd 
  

https://www.theboydmuseum.com/image-gallery 
      
         Timber Empire: The Exploits of The Boyds by Grace Barker 
 

 For Information about the Stanhope Log Chute 
 

  Visit the Stanhope Museum   https://stanhopemuseum.on.ca/ 
 

            Visit Hawk Lake Log Chute; take HWY 35 North to Hawk Lake Road and follow 
 the signs. There is a great outdoor interpretive panel and a picnic area. 

 

 For more information about the current dam and water levels  
 

 https://parks.canada.ca/ 
  https://cewf.typepad.com/coalition_for_equitable_w/ 

 

 Take a virtual tour of a log drive https://maryboro.ca/tours/log-drivers-tour/ 
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ABOUT OUR COMMUNITY-SUPPORTED AGRICULTURE PROGRAM 
In 2019, Abbey Gardens welcomed our on-site hydroponic growing system, The Growcer. After working 
with the unit to develop fresh, year round greens, vegetables, and herbs, the unit returned to Ottawa for 
maintenance and upgrades. It’s been a long wait, but we are so excited to announce that NEW Growcer 
unit has officially arrived back at Abbey Gardens, and we are once again starting our journey toward   
producing up to 130 lbs. of veggies weekly in a soil-less, controlled environment, ensuring consistent 
yields and supreme products. 
Community Supported Agriculture programs are rooted (literally) in the community. CSA members 
have farm shares in the program, and they receive the best of our seasonal produce selection all year 
long.  
 
Did you know? The greens we grow will be made available to members of the public – people like you! 
This supports our mission of sustainability and will increase awareness and access to local food and    
innovative technologies. 

Sample Images of indoor container      
farming taken from the internet. 

 
 

For more info visit   
https://abbeygardens.ca/ 
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Water samples were     
collected  
- July 21st 
- Sept. 9th and 
- March 2023 

 
Results for the 
July and Sept.  
water quality    
testing are        
reported on    
page 30. 
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July and Sept. Water Quality Testing Results 2022 
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Dysart et al information: 
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Volunteers Needed to help our Turtles 
Turtle Guardians is a program of the Land Between Charity. It is a conservation organization that 
is working to protect Ontario’s native turtle population. We run several community science       
programs that give local residents opportunities to help protect populations and habitats, and  
connect with nature in a meaningful way. 
Turtles play an important role in maintaining the health and integrity of lake and wetland                        
ecosystems. Without them, we would not be able to enjoy these aquatic environments in the 
same ways we can today. All 8 of Ontario’s native turtle species are at risk of disappearing. 
But there is hope if we can work to protect their populations and habits. Through our Turtle 
Guardians program, The Land Between runs a variety of community and science education     
programs that allow community members to help monitor for turtles in their areas and contribute  

to keeping these at-risk    
populations safe.  

We are currently recruiting   
volunteers to help protect 
turtles during our             
upcoming busy season.   
Are there KLCOA members 
interested in volunteering with 
us this summer?  Volunteers 
are an integral part of the 
work we do at Turtle     
Guardians, as they help us 
monitor a larger area and 
save more turtles in danger. 
Through Turtle Guardians  
Community Science,           
volunteers  gain skills and    
experience helping and      
handling wild turtles, learn 
about turtle biology, spend 
time outside, connect with 
other turtle lovers, and SO 
much more!  
This is a great  opportunity 
to help protect the lake, 
river and wetland              
environments that are dear 
to our hearts and which we 
and our local wildlife   
populations rely on. 
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The programs run from 
mid May to the end of  
September. Volunteers 
can participate and at 
age, from almost        
anywhere in the province 
for as much or as little 
time as desired.  
Free training is provided 
prior to starting volunteer 
work. 
For more information and 
to register for a program, 
please visit the website: 
https://
www.turtleguardians.com/
volunteering/ 
 
If you have any questions , 
please feel free to contact: 
 
 
Mel Abberger 
Volunteer and Outreach 
Coordinator and Turtle 
Technician 
705 457 1222 
 

 

 

.  

.  
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Summer Hours 
Remember  that Dysart et al 
will be operating based on 
their summer hours until 
September 30th. Please    
respect the times for our 
landfill and if the landfill is 
closed, take your garbage 

home with you.  
Volunteers worked hard on 

May 5 and 6 picking up  
roadside garbage thrown 
away during the winter. 

Please keep our community 
clean! 
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Besides Our Protection from Bug Bites, Our Pets Need Protection Too! 
 

Ticks and tick-borne diseases are now established in Ontario and it is important that people understand 
how to protect themselves and their pets from both ticks and fleas. 
 

Although the past two months have been generally cold, ticks are still burrowing into our pets because of 
the recent fluctuating temperatures. Ticks begin to move and search for a host as soon as the            
temperature reaches 0 0 C. Our changing climate means that we now need to be aware of tick prevention 
and the dangers of ticks year round. 
Cats may have a tick attach on them but they do not develop Lyme disease, unlike people and dogs.    
Using prevention on your cat decreases the risk of live ticks falling off in your home and the poten-
tial exposure for your family, as well as preventing fleas.                                                                          
 
Fleas are small, parasitic insects that feed by sucking blood from mammals and birds. Fleas can be 
picked up anywhere, including; dog parks, on trails, or anywhere an infected dog has been. Though adult 
fleas feed off the bodies of animals, they jump off to lay their eggs and can move easily from animal to 
animal. 
 
Why Prevention Year Round now? 

 Ticks do not die under the ice and snow – they are just lurking and waiting for the        
temperature to rise above 0 0 C. 

 We still had days at or above 0 0 C during January and February this year!  The warm 
weather not only increases the numbers of ticks, it also means fleas are back as soon as the 
temperatures each 13 0 C. Luckily, there are preventions that kill ticks  and also will kill the 
pesky fleas!                 

When to start Tick and Flea prevention?   
NOW! if you haven't already, please begin as soon as possible.   
 

What to use?  
You have the option of chewable tablets, topical prevention, a combo of both or natural products. You  
decide what is best for your pet or consult with your veterinarian.  
Check your pets regularly. Most common areas to find fleas or ticks are in the ears, around the eyes, 
around the collar area, between the toes, or on the belly.  
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Reminder:                            
Rules on the     

Water 
-It is mandatory to carry 
a Pleasure Craft       
Operator Card for    
anyone driving a      
motorized boat. 
-Carry personal       
identification with you 
while driving a boat. 
-Be ready to provide the      
license for any boat  
using a 10HP motor or 
more. Keep the license 
number posted on the 
both sides of the bow 
as close to the front of 
the boat as possible. 
-There is a speed limit 
of 10km/hour within 
30m from shore. 
-Display a “No Wake” 
sign for your dock to 
remind boaters to slow 
down and be            
responsible. 
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Be Mindful of the Sun 
 
May is Melanoma and skin cancer 
month. This is the time of the year 
to remember about sun safety 
and skin protection. Be diligent 
about protecting yourself and your    
family members. 
 Limit the time in the sun and 

avoid sun exposure         
between 11:00am and 
3:00pm 

 Use sun screen with SPF of 
at least 30 

 Cover up with a hat, sun-
glasses and clothing that 
protects from the sun’s rays 

 Stay in the shade whenever 
possible. 
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Choosing a Flotation Device for 
Your Child. 

Buy only Canadian-approved devices. 

Have your child try on the device    
before you buy it.                                   

It should fit snugly and not ride up over 
your child's chin or ears.                

There should be less than 7.6 cm (3") 
between your child's shoulders and the 
device. Otherwise, the device is too 
big and could do more harm than 
good. 

Look for these safety features: 

- a large collar for head support 

- waist ties or elastic gathers in 
front and back 

- a safety strap that goes between 
the legs to prevent the device 
from slipping over your child's 
head 

- buckles on safety straps and  
reflective tape 

For more info, go to Transport Canada: 

https://tc.canada.ca 

Transport Canada Considers Making Life Jackets Mandatory On Recreational Boats 

Currently, the Lifejackets for Life Act requires children under the age of 13 to wear a life jacket on board a 
moving vessel. Boaters 13 and over are required to have approved life jackets onboard, but not required to 
wear it. The OPP reports that last year there were 29 boating related fatalities. Of those 29 who lost their 
lives, 26 were not wearing life jackets.                                                                                                            
Transport Canada is considering that wearing an approved life jacket will be mandatory for all on board a 
moving craft. Stay tuned for their final decision. However, setting a good example by wearing a life jacket, 
no matter your age, will contribute to safe boating for all. 
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KLCOA Honorable Mention 
Award 

Ongoing communication with 
our membership over the last 
few years indicated that     
abandoned docks were         
becoming a hazard to boating 
and a negative impact on our 
environment. A committee was 
created to address the issue. 
Last year, the abandoned docks 
were gathered and dismantled 
and taken to the landfill by a 
large group of eager volunteers. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

      

                                                

 
This year, according to many 
Facebook postings, there have 
been many “run away” docks. 
The committee is hopeful that 
all of these docks are found by 
their  owners and taken back to 
their home and/or be             
dismantled by the owners.  
 
We all need to be Stewards of 

our lakes. 

 
 
 
As a result of the       
abandoned docks initia-
tive, FOCA gave           
honorable mention to 
KLCOA as noted in the 
2022 FOCA Achievement 
Award. 
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KENNISIS LAKE COTTAGE OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION 
DOCK ETIQUETTE 

 

    BY WORKING TOGETHER AND BEING ACCOUNTABLE TO EACH   
 OTHER, WE CAN ALL ENSURE PROPER DOCK ETIQUETTE 

1.   Label each individual dock with your name and address – consider a phone number or email         
 address.  Several options are available including: 

-   use a waterproof “bag tag” zip tied to a dock cleat 

-   write on the dock with a permanent magic marker 

-   attach a name plate to the dock 

2.          Retain your old docks in front of your own property – do not tow to a public area. If they are no  
 longer needed, consider offering them on Facebook Marketplace or some other social media site. 

3.          Decommission your old docks on a timely basis – do not let them disintegrate on your shore and  
 then become a Spring debris hazard.  Hire a professional or your new dock company to dispose of 
 your old dock. 

4,          Ensure any docks placed in a public area for winter storage are clearly tagged with your name and 
 address. 

5.          If you leave unattended anchors or lines in the lake ensure they are clearly marked with a buoy to 
 avoid being caught in a propeller. 

6.          If you find a dock, post pictures on social media 
 and also send to KLCOA to post in an e-blast. 

7.         In addition to anchoring, connect floating docks 
 securely to the shoreline with a strong rope in 
 the fall to prevent “runaway docks” in the 
 spring. 



Many thanks to our              
advertisers who have        

supported us for the 2023 
season! Thank you for      
contributing your part                   

in our journey! 
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