
Kennisis Lake Cottage Owners Association 

Spring 2025 Newsletter 

Kennisis Breeze 

2025 Summer         
Activities 

Explore Our Lakes 
Webinar 

June 11th,  

7:00 to 8:00pm  
Roadside Clean Up 

June 20th, June 21st 

Ladies Of The Lake 
Lunch 

June 28th. 11:30am to 
1:30pm              

Kennisis Lake Marina 
Tent 

   KLCOA Fireworks/ 

CANADA DAY 

 Saturday June 28th  

Rain date: June 29th 

Rock Bass Fishing   
Derby 

July 5th  

Come Paddle With Us 

July 16th, 5:00pm 

Aug. 16th, 9:00 am  

(meet at the dam) 

 Art on the Dock 

July 19th & 2oth  

(at cottage locations) 

65th Annual Regatta  

Aug. 2rd 

Sailing Regatta 

Aug. 3rd 

Dark Sky Event 

Aug. 16th 

Family  Fun Day 

Aug. 30th 

Kennisis Lake Marina 

 

 

 

  “If there is magic on this planet,                                  
it is contained in water” (Loren Eiseley) 

   April 23rd (photo by Keith Rodd)        April 24th (photo by Dean Robinson) 

As we watch our lakes transform to welcome spring and summer, we also 
know that the water will offer us many memorable and special moments.  
Swimming, boating, fishing, water sports, photography of that beautiful loon, 
duck, crane, beaver or turtle, relaxing and listening to the waves lap on the 
shore or just admiring the scenery.                                                              
Our water quality testing indicates that our water meets or is below the     
acceptable standards. (That’s good news!) Lets keep the magic in the water 
and remember that it is our social responsibility to act as a steward of our 
lakes in order to maintain a healthy lake.                                                                               
FOCA has produced a booklet entitled “A Shoreline Owners Guide to 
Healthy Waterfronts” to offer suggestions to help us maintain a healthy lake 
while “living in balance with our lakes’ fragile ecosystem.”   

Snippets of this resource can be found sprinkled throughout this newsletter 
or visit https://foca.on.ca/shorelines-stewardship/ 

 



 

Message From Our Co-Presidents,  

Deb Wratschko and Scott Durie 

 

 

 

Spring is here and we’re definitely excited for another summer of fun at the lake.  

As usual, your KLCOA Board along with a number of dedicated volunteers have been hard at work 
over the winter preparing for a busy summer filled with programs and initiatives.   

Be sure to save the dates as there is   
already a lot on the calendar for summer 
2025:  Ladies of the Lake Lunch,       
Fireworks, Rock Bass Fishing Derby, Art 
on the Dock, Regatta, Sailing Regatta, 
Norah’s Island Picnic, Dark Sky Event 
and Family End of Year Wrap Up Event 
are all things to take part in.  

Make sure you’re signed up to receive 
our e-Blasts and follow www.klcoa.org 
for updates and information.  We’re just 
about finished with our website refresh 
and we continue to invest significant   
energy in updating and organizing the 
website content so things are more    
current and it’s easier to find the          
information you need.  We’ll also be using the awesome bulletin board at the Marina to help with 
communicating, so make sure you’re watching these sources for information  

In case you missed it, we held the KLCOA Annual Meeting virtually this year on March 17th. The 
focus was 2024 financials and our 2025 budget as well as the election of our 2025/2027 Board of 
Directors. As well, on May 18th we held our Spring Special Meeting with an emphasis on          
programs, initiatives and education.  Please refer to recent e-blasts or www.KLCOA.org for         
details. 

You’ve heard us say it before - KLCOA programs, events and initiatives require many volunteers 
beyond the Board of Directors. Whether you can volunteer to help with a specific event, join a 
committee or offer your professional expertise we appreciate our volunteers.  If you can’t volunteer 
your time, watch for more about our Sponsorship Program and specifically the Community Builder 
Recognition Program for additional ways to contribute to our community.  
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We’re always open to feedback.  If you have comments, concerns or anything else to share, we 
can be reached at: Deb - klcoa.president.2017@gmail.com and Scott – scott.durie@pinepoint.ca 

We look forward to seeing everyone on the lake enjoying a fantastic summer!   

Thank you to all of the many folks who take the time to help us make our Kennisis Lake           
Community a special place for all! 

Sincerely,  

 

Deb Wratschko and Scott Durie 

 

       
                                                  (Quote: Fancy) 

 

 

 

Snippet #1 from  “A Shoreline Owners Guide to 
Healthy Waterfronts”  pages 6 and  7 

www.foca.ca 
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Presenting Your Board of Directors  
for  

2025/2027 
Congratulations and Thank you! 

 

ttttttttttttttttt 2025/2027 KLCOA Board of Directors 

Gino Ariano 

Grant DeMarsh 
Treasurer 

Frances Duiker 

Scott Durie 
Co-President 

Brian Evans Tina Fagg 

Jacquie Geall 
Secretary 

Lynn Larson Susan Marlow 

Joan Middleton 
Vice-President 

Jim Prince 
Vice-President 

Deb Wratschko 
Co-President  

Dawne Duckworth Larry Harris 

Executive 
 

Debi Musselman Craig Sisson 
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Exciting New Program  
 

Community Builder Recognition Program Announcement 

The KLCOA Board of Directors consists of 16 dedicated volunteers working for YOU.  Our     
vision is to maintain a healthy and sustainable lake environment for generations of enjoyment. 

We hold many well attended community events such as our Annual Regatta, Fireworks, Art on 
the Dock, Rock Bass Fishing Derby, Ladies of the Lake Luncheon and the Family Fun Day 
event at the end of summer to name a few. 

In addition to social activities we are also involved or planning to become involved in many 
Stewardship initiatives that support our vision. Some examples of these are water quality      
testing, traditional rights of way, fire smart plan & education, invasive species education, the 
abandoned dock program, Get the Lead  Out - Eliminating lead fishing tackle to protect loons 
and the community road clean up to name a few of the approximately 20 projects. 

We can’t do this important work without your financial support!  

 

Please consider becoming part of our  

Community Builder Recognition Program by contacting:    

 

Susan Marlow 

KLCOA Community Builder Coordinator 

smarlow55@gmail.com 

647-866-4319. 

 
 

Do  you want to help us but have little 
time to spare? 

Read about our new program! 
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    DID YOU KNOW: 

Under the Consumer Packaging and Labelling Act, a "Product of Canada" 
label means at least 98 per cent of the total direct costs of producing the 
item were incurred in Canada. Essentially, it was made in Canada by       
Canadians, with negligible imported elements.                                                                
              
If a product is 100 per cent Canadian, the label can say exactly that.    

"Made in Canada," meanwhile, means it was more than half of the total    
direct costs — at least 51 per cent but less than 98 percent. 

If a company slaps a maple leaf or Canadian flag on a product without     
further explanation, that product will be held to "Made in Canada" standards. 

For more info visit:                                                                                   

www.cbc.ca/news/canada/made-in-canada-product-of-canada 
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KLCOA   

Membership 
As of May 18th, we have 514 
paid members in our Kennisis 
Lake Cottage Owners        
Association! Thank you to the 
members who have already 
registered for the 2025     
season. 

Reminders: 

- You can pay your dues 
online at www.klcoa.org 

 - 2025 stickers are         
available for pick up at     
Kennisis Lake Marina 

  

On average, 65% of Property 
Owners on Kennisis Lakes 

are KLCOA members.                 
Encourage your neighbours 

to join the KLCOA! 
 
 2025 

   

 

FOCA Offers a 60 Minute 
CPR Training Course 

 

KLCOA will not be offering First Aid or 
CPR training this year, but interested 
folks should check the following link to 
learn what FOCA is offering regarding  
CPR training.       

 

https://onlinetraining.actionfirstaid.ca/
products/8849-cpr-in-60-learn-how-to-
save-a-life-in-just-1-hour 
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Your KLCOA stewardship committee reminds members that our 
YouTube channel offers 4 KLCOA webinars for your viewing based on 
your feedback from the 2021 survey “KENNISIS ALL OF US”.  

Bugs in the Muck: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nsc4AsgWzfE&t=141s     

 

Our Water Quality and Blue Green Algae - What You Need to Know  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IlAf5TTGo7Q&t=329s 

 

Healthy Septic Systems 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QdIGjLuY74o&t=15s 

 

Water Quality Monitoring on Kennisis Lake 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BpoQZTE7E6c 

 

 

 

 
Join us for another       
informative webinar      
entitled; 

 “Explore Our Lakes”, 
June 11th from 7pm to 

8pm 

Learn about portages,  
water trails and traditional 
rights of way around our 
Kennisis Lakes. The  
webinar is lead by our  
director, Gino Ariano. 

Check the eblasts and 
website for registration. 

For additional info, contact  

jimprince@sympatico.ca 
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Snippet #2 from  “A Shoreline Owners Guide to Healthy Waterfronts”  page 3 

Excessive        
nutrients in our 
lake can lead to 
Algae blooms 

 

Download 
this   
poster at  

 

klcoa.org 
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. Septic Inspections   

Review and Update 
2018  - Dysart et al           
Implemented a Mandatory 
Septic System Inspection     
Program 

2018, 2019 - The Kennisis 
Lakes (Area 1)  were the 
first inspections in Dysart: 

 2020  - “Order to Comply”  
inspections completed in 
2020 

2025 = Dysart will be      
completing Area 5             
inspections (Harcourt Park) 
which will complete one full 
cycle 

2028, 2027 = The Dysart 
Septic System Inspection 
Program will be on hold to 
focus on Short Term Rental 
Compliance and             
inspections. Septic         
inspection is expected to 
resume in 2028 for the 
Kennisis Lakes. 

Kennisis Lake Water 
Levels 

Because the Trent  Severn 
Waterway reports very 
high water levels, the    
reservoir lakes will remain 
full until TSW can         
normalize the water flow 
downstream. For more info 
see: 

https://
www.cewf.ca/2025/05/
trent-severn-waterway-
high-water-levels-and-
flows-close-part-of-the-
system.html 
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Native Plant Gardening. Snippet #3 from FOCA’s A Shoreline Owners Guide to Healthy Waterfronts, page 12 

When gardening, think about enhancing the habitat value of your property by 

planting native vegetation. Native plants thrive with minimal care and 

maintenance: they are a natural choice for cottage properties since they don’t 

require the watering or chemical support that many of their exotic counterparts 

depend on. 

By providing shelter to local wildlife species native plants contribute to 

biodiversity and the preservation of local gene pools. Native plants also give 

your property a sense of place. Indigenous wildlife species such as birds, bees 

and butterflies will help to bring a native plant garden to life. With a variety of 

beautiful native plants such as the black-eyed susan and butterfly milkweed 

(left), your landscape can be a splendor of colours through the seasons. Ask for 

native plants at your local garden centre and make sure the plants are native to 

the immediate area. Never dig plants from the wild. 

Bird Feeding 

Nannyberry, serviceberry, pin cherry and birch are all native shrubs and trees      

that are excellent choices for feeding birds throughout the fall and winter. 

Finches and other seed-eating birds feast on the seed heads of thistle and 

goldenrod in the fall and winter.  
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               Dysart et al Fire Burning Regulations                                            
April 1 to October 31: No daytime burning between 7 a.m. and 7 
p.m.                                                                                                  
                                                                                                      
All burning in Dysart (any time of the year) must be: 

· Limited to one fire, smaller than two (2) metres in diameter 
and must be attended at all times by a competent person with 
adequate equipment to extinguish the fire (this person responsi-
ble for any damages) 

· Away from combustible material, buildings, property lines and 
roadways by at least three (3) meters. 

· No noxious materials shall be burned. 

To report a complaint about daytime burning contact the Dysart 
Fire Department at 705-457-1740 x 647.                                              
If it is an emergency call 911. 

For full details of Dysart's open air burning regulation,   
read            By-Law 2024-26. 
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Thank you to Jim Prince and the water quality testing team for the years of ongoing collection 
of water samples and data recording! 

2018 

10mg/L - Guideline Limit  
for Lake Trout Lakes 

Lake Partner Data – Published in 2023 (Data to 2021) 
 

3 

10mg/L - Guideline Limit  
for Lake Trout Lakes 

Water Quality 
Testing Results for 

Our Kennisis 
Lakes 

(3 important points) 

 

1. Water quality  
testing data was 
compiled for the 
years from 2002 to 
2016 and shared in 
2018. We noticed 
an increase in total 
phosphorus from 
2015 to 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Dysart septic     
inspection began 
in 2017 to 2019. 

 

 

 

 

3. A drop in total 
phosphorus was 
reported from 2018 
to 2021 in both  
Little Kennisis and 
Big Kennisis.  

Results are below 
the limit for Lake 
trout lakes. 
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REMINDER: 

Smoke Alarms Save Lives 

Most fatal fires occur at night 
when people are sleeping. A 
working smoke alarm will     
detect smoke and sound to 
alert you. Effective March 1, 
2006, it is the law for all       
Ontario homes to have a   
working smoke alarm on every 
story and outside all sleeping 
areas. This covers single    
family, semi detached and 
town homes, whether owner     
occupied or rented. 
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The Bad News – WE HAVE PHRAG! (from KLCOA.org) 

The Good News – It may be early enough to bring this invasive plant species under 
control around the Kennisis Lakes.  

Invasive Phragmites (pronounced like this) known as Phragmites Australis are a perineal reed that can grow 
up to 5 metres or more in height if left unattended and can result in complete loss of native vegetation and 
decreased plant biodiversity. Phragmites provides poor habitat and food supplies for wildlife, including      
several species at risk including turtles and amphibians.                                                           

Managing Invasive Phragmites has been identified as a priority by the Ontario government and the Ontario 
Phragmites Action (OPA) program is a new effort to enhance a coordinated response to invasive Phragmites 
across the province.  The program is funded by the Ministry of Natural Resources and is implemented by the 
Invasive Species Centre, Nature Conservancy of Canada and a number of other key partners. The KLCOA 
along with Redstone, Lipsy and Growler Lake Associations have partnered with U-Links Centre for         
Community Based Research to map these invasive plants in a limited part of the upper watershed in Dysart 
et al as well as 20 public water access locations across Haliburton County. The objective is to further        
understand the extent of the problem around our lakes and to develop mitigation strategies for this invasive 
plant.  

At this point most of the roads around the Kennisis Lakes have been mapped. There are very limited or no 
invasive phragmites on Kennisis Lake Road, Watts Road, Wilkinson and spur roads. Some of these have 
been removed.  Wilkinson has one significant Phrag stand near the marina. Westshore Road has extensive 
phragmites stands along the length of the road and on some spur roads.  

This phase of the project was funded for identification only and not for mitigation or removal of invasive 
phragmites although a limited removal effort has been undertaken by the volunteers.  A second phase of the 
project is in the planning stage, which will include removal and control for the phragmites. 

The KLCOA would like to thank the volunteers for participating in the Phrag identification and removal     
training and completing the surveys around our lakes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
        (seedheads) 
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FOCA NewsFOCA News  
“University of Toronto researcher, Ian Jones, is part of a team using moths to control           
phragmites. 
Since 2021, the team has released over 21,000 caterpillars and larvae at around 30 locations 
across Ontario such as this. The Canadian Food Inspection Agency approved two moth species 
for use as biocontrol in 2019. The caterpillars only eat phragmites, and as they grow, they’ll 
“hopefully” munch through three or four stems and “do a fair amount of damage to the         
phragmites.” They also survive our Canadian climate !! 

For more information visit www.foca,ca 
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Kennisis Lake Snowmobile Club enjoyed a Canadian Winter by Graham Beach 

The winter of 2025 brought much snow and was one of the                      
better snowmobile seasons in many years. It rekindled much 
energy in the sport overall in Southern Ontario. 
Over the past 14 years since it was resurrected, the Kennisis  
Snowmobile Club has gathered much interest around the  
Kennisis Lake area.  The purpose of our casual  "club" is to  
support efforts of our 2 local OFSC clubs... i.e.; Tall Pines  
Snowmobile Club and Haliburton County Snowmobile  
Association/HCSA.   

 
 
 
We offer support in measuring ice thickness prior to staking. Once safe,                          
we have dedicated volunteers who install, remove and store the lake marking stakes.  We 
also lend support to improve access and safety on the marked lake trail which helps           
considerably with safe travel for all snowmobilers locally and those who travel through our 
area.  Snowmobiling is the largest single contributor to winter tourism in Haliburton County.  
 
          Another major task which we tackle is the trail maintenance work on Tall Pines Trail 62 

which leaves the Kennisis Dam heading north towards Dorset & Kawagama Lake  and 
most of the local portage trails from Kennisis to Big Hawk Lake.  We have done much 
work over the past 14 years to widen, improve sight lines and overgrowth through   
considerable brushing and trimming.  We have also tackled the restructuring of the 
Buckhorn Creek Shelter.  This was done through excellent volunteer help and fantastic 
fundraising efforts.  
 
 

To date in 14 years we have raised over $20,000 to support all our initiatives    to 
improve snowmobiling in the Kennisis Lake area.  Most recently in 2023  
we raised $4500 for the Tall Pines SC in Dorset for a Mobile Shelter Initiative. 
 
We also just recreated our logo which was used to base our new clothing                         
fundraiser in 2024 from while showing off our Lake. Dozens of orders 
were placed for hoodies, hats, toques, glasses, decals and patches.  Our  
most recent item for sale in 2025 is our KLSC Shot Glass, raising funds for                                                                               
a new Outhouse for our Buckhorn Creek Shelter Cabin  

 

In 2026, we plan to host a barbeque on the ice in mid-March.  Stay tuned! 

I encourage all snowmobilers to become involved and to stay informed of all activities.  I send out emails 
keeping everyone informed and current.  If you wish to become part of my email list please simply contact 
me..... Graham Beach:  graham_beach@hotmail.com   M: 905 806 5591 
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Voice Your Opinion and Complete The Survey  (from May 15th to June 15th)                                                                                                                             
The Municipality of Dysart et al is reviewing and proposing updates to the shoreline protection policies of 
the Municipal Official Plan and Zoning By-law. The municipality is considering       
permitting additional structures in the shoreline waterfront setback and is interested in 
the public’s opinion. As part of this process, Council is conducting an enhanced public 
consultation process to gather feedback that will inform their decision. This process 
includes a survey and a public open house.                                                                                                                                                            
Spread the word by sharing the link dysartetal.ca/feedback                                                                                                                            

Voice Your Opinion and Attend the Open House                                                                                                                                            
The Open House will provide an opportunity for anyone to make comment directly to Council on the   
proposed changes to policies. Each registered participant will be given five minutes to speak.  

Date: Tuesday, July 8th, 2025           Time: 9:00 a.m.                                                                                 

Location: Dysart et al Council Chambers, 135 Maple Avenue, Haliburton                                                     

Participation Options: Participants can attend in person or via Zoom. 

Registration Information: Please contact Mallory Bishop, Municipal Clerk, to 
register for the Open House. Please indicate in your registration your full 
name and if you plan to attend in person or by Zoom. Those who register 
ahead of time will be given the chance to speak first.  
 

DYSART ET AL wants to hear from you via Public Consultation 
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The Shape of Water 
 
I        
  
The Lake Closes 
 
The temperature plummets, and she groans—    
a deep rumble of resistance 
as bones of ice knit together. 
 
When the lake booms, her core shifts 
under crushing weight 
with the rage of a trapped beast. 
 
Far below, in watery caverns, fish sleep        
suspended, eyes open, their fins  
the wings of unformed angels. 
 
And above, the drone of angry bees—                                       
motor sleds ride the horizon, their trail of headlights 
like low-slung satellites invading the dark. 
 
II 
 
To Walk on Water 
 
You measure, drill down till water gushes  
from the lake’s frozen surface,  
alert to fissures, fault lines advancing,  
a thinning under the steady gaze of the sun.     
                                                                                  
III 
 
The Sky Opens 
 
Torrential rains pound metamorphic cliffs, 
flood creek beds. 
Glacial grindings of minerals and silt. 
 
The lake returns, a bolt of rippling silk, 
pure oxygen released from winter’s hold. Winds shuffle  
the floating shards with a tinkling of chimes.  
 
You balance on the ribs of your skiff,  
surrender to an ancient rhythm, the oar’s dip and pull  
prow gliding into spring. 

Kennisis Lake Community is very 
fortunate to have talented        
community members!   

 

Lea Harper is one of them and she 
has kindly offered her poem to 
share with us. 

  

“The Shape of Water” was         
published in December in the     
Literary Review of Canada and is 
forthcoming in the anthology,    

“Ice”, by Caitlin Press.    

Congratulations to Lea on  
her  literary success! 
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Summer Barbecue (BBQ) 
Fire Safety   

https://www.oafc.on.ca/   
(Ontario Association of Fire Chiefs)                                                                       

When buying a BBQ, choose 
one that bears the CSA, ITS or 
ULC label. Follow the               
manufacturer’s instructions and 
have it repaired by a trained  
professional when necessary. 
 
 Getting Started Each Year 

· Propane cylinders must be 
inspected and re-certified every 
10 years. Check your propane 
cylinder for date of manufacture. 
· Place your BBQ outside, on 
level ground, at least one metre 
(three feet) away from the 
house and away from wind and      
combustible materials. 
· BBQs should be inspected 
and cleaned at least once each 
year, preferably prior to the first 
use annually. 
· Make sure burners are in 
good condition. Burners that are 
rusted or damaged should be 
replaced. 
· Check the flexible hose. If 
you find cracks or damage,    
replace the hose before using 
the barbeque. 
· Clean the tubes underneath 
the burner – insects and debris 
can accumulate inside these 
tubes. 
If your BBQ connection area 
has an “o” ring, check it every 
time you connect the cylinder.       
Replace missing, deformed, 
cracked or damaged “o” rings. 

Checking for Leaks 

· After connecting a propane cylinder, check for leaks using 
a solution of equal parts soap and water. 
· With the appliance turned off, brush the solution over all 
connections. Open the cylinder valve and bubbles will form 
when there is a leak. 
 

If you find a leak, close the cylinder valve and contact a        
certified gasfitter. After repairs are completed, repeat the leak 
test until there are no leaks  
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               Using your BBQ                             
When using a match, always light it before 
turning on the gas to prevent excessive gas 
build-up. If the barbeque is equipped with an 
electronic igniter, follow the directions on the 
control panel.                                                                         
Both propane and natural gas flames should 
be mostly blue with yellow tips. If the flame 
is mostly yellow, do not use the BBQ.    
Contact a qualified gasfitter.                                                   
Prevent grease from dripping onto the hoses 
or cylinder. Grease build-up is a fire hazard. 
Never store extra propane cylinders under 
or near your barbeque. Excess heat may 
overpressure the cylinder and cause it to 
release propane from the cylinder relief 
valve. Make sure children stay away from 
the barbeque.                                                                 
Never use a barbeque indoors; doing so 
causes a build-up of poisonous carbon    
monoxide gas.                                                              
After BBQ-ing, make sure the BBQ is turned 
off and the burner flames are out. Also make 
sure the gas supply is turned off and the lid 
is closed. 
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           A Note From the Dysart et al Recycling Program 
Do you have old clothing you don’t need anymore or a single shoe you’re not sure what to do with? Do 
you have old bedding or pillows you feel no one else would use again?                                                 

Along with donating gently used clothing to the Haliburton 4Cs Lily Ann Thrift Store and the SIRCH 
Community Services’ Thrift Warehouse, residents of the Municipality of Dysart et al can drop off   
textiles for recycling at Dysart’s five waste disposal sites! 

Dysart residents can drop off textiles including: 

items you wear “head to foot” 

· clothes including undergarments and socks 

· hats 

· scarves 

· ties 

· jackets 

· coats 

· belts 

· shoes (including single shoes) 

· jewelry 

· purses 

· backpacks 

· bedding 

· blankets 

· curtains 

· fabric 

· pillows 

· sleeping bags 

· towels 
 
While textiles should be clean, Dysart’s textile recycling program will also accept torn, worn out, stained 
or scrap textiles. Please place textiles in clear bags to help keep materials dry.  

Look for the purple textile recycling drop-off bins at Haliburton Landfill, Harcourt Landfill, Kennisis Lake 
Landfill, West Bay Landfill, and West Guilford Landfills! Only drop off bagged textiles during the landfill’s 
regular operating hours (entering a site when it is closed is trespassing). 

 



Recycling Rewards collects the textile materials dropped off at Dysart’s waste disposal sites. Once        
collected, the textiles are delivered to a warehouse facility. During unloading, textiles are weighed 
on a certified scale. Textiles are then manually sorted into categories such as “below average,” 
“average,” and “above average.” Upon completion and periodic inspection of the sorted material, 
employees proceed to the baling and labeling of the product. Bales are loaded into containers and 
shipped locally, nationally and internationally, where requested. 
 
While sorting, all unusable material is moved out to a “quarantine” area. The unusable items are 
shipped to a local grader, where they are shredded to be used as industrial cloth rags and wipes,  
insulation and stuffing. 
 
Of all the textiles processed by Recycling Rewards, 25% to 30% are reused domestically including 
being sold in Talize stores, 55 to 70% are reused internationally, 5% to 10% are used for other   
purposes (industrial cloth rags and wipes, insulation and stuffing), and only 1% of materials are   
disposed. 
                                                                                                                                                              
In January 2022, Dysart conducted a waste composition study. The study found textiles           
accounted for 1.63% of Papers Recycling (incorrect stream), 0.37% of Containers Recycling 
(incorrect stream), and 2.61% of Garbage. 
 
In Canada, the average person throws out 36.7 kg (81 lbs.) of textiles annually, while North       
Americans send 10 million tonnes of clothing to landfill every year. With the advent of "fast fashion," 
in 2014, the average consumer purchased 60% more clothing than in 2000, but only kept each item 
for half as long. By recycling textiles, you help protect the environment and extend the lifespans of 
our landfills. 
Dysart et al 
P.O. Box 389 
135 Maple Avenue 
Haliburton Ontario, Canada K0M 1S0 
Main: 705-457-1740 | Fax: 705-457-1964 

Kennisis Breeze Page 35 

In 2024, Dysart collected 
28.85 metric tonnes 

(63,603 lbs) of textiles 
for recycling! 

 Two Different Types of Smoke           
  Alarms                                          
Ionization Smoke Alarm uses a small 
amount of radioactive material to ionize 
the air between two electrically charged 
plates, causing a measurable current to 
flow  between plates. When smoke    
enters the chamber, it changes the flow 
of   current, which is detected and     
activates the alarm.                           
Photoelectric Smoke Alarm uses a 
light source that is aimed away from a 
sensor in a sensing chamber. When 
smoke enters the chamber it reflects the 
light onto the sensor, which is detected 
and activates the alarm.                                       
Smoke alarms can be electrically      
connected, battery operated, or both.                
If you have any questions regarding fire 
safety, please contact our local fire      
department                                              
Chief Dan Chumbley 705 457 1740 
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Dear KLCOA Members, 
 
Thank you for supporting rural healthcare. The Kennisis Lake Cottage Owners Association transformational   
donations to the Haliburton Highlands Health Services Foundation allow investment in crucial resources to 
support the health and wellbeing of residents and visitors throughout the County. 

 
Because of donors like you, the past 12 months have been truly extraordinary! We successfully 
completed the Here for You in the Highlands campaign to make diagnostic imaging available      
locally, including CT, mammography, new ultrasound, Picture Archiving Communications     
System and an urgently needed X-Ray suite. With CT already operational, the balance of the 
equipment will be up and running sometime this year – the first mammogram was performed in 
late February. These important diagnostic tools help recruit health care workers and improve 
health care outcomes for you, your family, and your community.  
 
Over the past 25 years, the KLCOA has donated $8,904 to the HHHS Foundation and we          
recognize your generosity by including your association on the Donor of Distinction wall located 
at HHHS Haliburton and the Minden Health Hub at the Builder Level. As well, it is important to 
note that the Kennisis Lake community was the most impactful community to the diagnostic 
imaging campaign. As we comb through the data, we estimate that over 130 property owners 
contributed a total of over $950,000. That’s astounding!  

 

Haliburton Highlands Health Services Foundation Thanks KLCOA for Their Generosity  
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Your generous investment in rural healthcare showcases your collective commitment to your 

community and reinforces the important role that champions play in advocating for local      

resources. Thank you for your sustained support over the past quarter century. 

 

Sincerely,  

Melanie  

Melanie Klodt Wong 

Executive Director, Foundation 

Haliburton Highlands Health Services Foundation 

7199 Gelert Road, P.O. Box 1413, Haliburton, ON K0M1S0 

mklodtwong@hhhs.ca | hhhs.ca/foundation 

(o) 705-457-1580 x 2240 | (c) 647-401-3543 

Support Local Healthcare – Donate today 
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The Kennisis Lake Cottage Owners Association has developed a Boater’s Code for safe boating on our 
lakes. In addition, www.klcoa.org offers important information for boaters while enjoying time on the water.         
E-modules about boating laws, sports and towing people, using a personal watercraft, boating at night, 
landing and departing your boat provide safety rules shared by various organizations are all available on 
the website. A safe boating Webinar series is also offered in order to further educate our boaters or help 
parents/guardians teach our new boaters the correct information about boating safety. This new section on 
our website offers a wealth of knowledge and we hope that it will be a useful resource for everyone.  

Visit  https://klcoa.org/boating/becoming-a-better-boater/ for more information and the option to download 
the boater’s code. 
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Additional Marker Buoys 
Additional locations for markers are identified 
by community members on an ongoing basis. 
The KLCOA Hazard Marker committee     
determines whether to deploy new markers 
based on the KLCOA Navigational Marker 
Guidelines.   

No Wake Marker Buoys 
The KLCOA also coordinates the deployment 
of “NO WAKE” markers in some of the      
narrow channels such as the Cabin Island 
and Blueberry Islands channels and the    
entrance to Kennisis Dam to remind boaters 
to limit speed and reduce wake in these    
areas that are popular swimming and        
recreation locations.                                                                                                                    
This year, reflective tape will be replaced and 
identification tags added to all buoys.   

 

For more info: contact 

Gino Ariano at  gino.ariano@hotmail.com  
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The 2025 Rock Bass Fishing Derby  

This year, the rock bass fishing derby is organized again by Mike and 
Kelly Neely on July 5th. They will reinforce the need to use  

Lead-Free Fishing Tackle as lead fishing tackle is a major                  
contributor to loon mortality. 

 
A lead tackle drop off location will be shared at the derby. 
Help decrease the invasive rock bass population in our Lakes and  

Let’s Get the Lead Out   

On July 5th 2025 
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Your $50.00        
membership fee   

working for you!   

 

Sunday Sailing Series 

 

Fireworks 

End of 
Summer 
Family 
Wrap up 

Sailing   
Regatta 

Fishing  
Derby 

 

Ladies of 
the Lake 
Luncheon 

 

Art on 
the Dock 

Night 
Skies 

Regatta 

and  

Horse-
shoes 

        
Septic 
Health 

Traditional 
Rights of 
Way 

Hazard and 
No Wake 
Marker 
Buoys 

Roadside 

Cleanup 

Shoreline 
Restoration      
Programs 

Invasive 
Species 

Shoreline 
Restoration      
Programs 

Water  
Quality 
Testing 

Safe    
Boating 

In case you are asked, “What does KLCOA do for Its Members”? 

KLCOA  
Properties         
and lands       
Management 

Fire
 

Safety 

Fishing 

Stocks 

and MNR 

Monitor 
Roads 
and       
Advocacy 

Aban-

doned 

docks 

Fund 
Raising 

Newsletters/ 
eblasts/
website 

History 

Book 

Project Dysart and County  Bylaw  
Monitoring 

FOCA, CHA, 
HCSA,             
Haliburton Forest 
interface 

Marina 
and 
road 
signs 

Group Buy 

Programs 

Educational 
information 
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THANK YOU TO OUR 2024 KLCOA CORPORATE 
SPONSORS! 
 

 

    



KLCOA thanks our       
sponsors who have             
supported us for the 

2025 season!  

Thank you for           
contributing your part in 

our  journey! 
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