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Saturday August 12th – KLCOA Dark Skies Night   (by Tracy Stewart)     
One of the joys of being at the cottage is the thrill of seeing the magnificent night sky that many of us can 
never experience at home in our urban environments.  But outdoor lighting at our cottages can create light 
pollution, obscuring our views of the stars.  You may not be aware that the light outside your cottage and at 
or near your shoreline is reflected and magnified across the water, impacting your neighbours.  It also    
adversely affects many plants, animals and insects by disrupting their nocturnal behaviours.   
 
Join us in observing our first Dark Skies Night on Saturday August 12th from 9pm onward.              
At nightfall, please turn off all exterior lights and dim your interior lights.  Go to your dock or your deck and 
take in the glory of the Milky Way, planets, shooting stars and satellites that will be more visible with the 
dark skies.  Download a star gazing app, and bring a pair of binoculars or a telescope. 
 
As an added bonus, the peak of the Perseid meteor 
shower this year is on the night of August 12 until      
before dawn on August 13: 
 
“The August Perseid meteor shower is rich and 
steady, from early August through the peak. Plus ,the 
Perseid meteors are colorful. And they frequently 
leave persistent trains. All of these factors make the 
Perseid shower perhaps the most beloved meteor 
shower for the Northern Hemisphere.  Under a dark 
sky with no moon, skywatchers frequently report 90 
meteors per hour, or more. In 2023, the waning cres-
cent moon will not interfere with the meteor shower.”  
www.earthsky.org 
Together let’s increase our Dark Sky awareness! 
Links for more Information: 
 
Visit  www.darksky.org/  to learn about these following 
topics: 
What is Light Pollution 
Light Pollution Effects on Wildlife and Ecosystems 
Five Lighting Principles for Responsible Outdoor  
Lighting 
Why Dark Skies? 
Perseid Meteor Shower 2023 – All You Need to Know 

 

Let’s Bring Some Tranquility to Kennisis Lake 

Lights Out Please! 



 
A Message From Our President, Deb Wratschko 

The summer of 2023 is in full swing! 
 
A number of KLCOA events and programs are already complete and we are  
looking forward to the next.  Art on the Dock, the Regatta and a picnic on 
Norah’s Island are only a few of those coming up along with a number of        
exciting events at the Marina’s event tent.  
 
This year we are offering something new in August.  A Dark Skies Night will be 
held on Saturday, August 12.  Join us in observing our first Dark Skies 
Night  from 9pm onward.  At nightfall, please turn off all exterior lights and dim 
your interior lights.  Go down to your dock or out onto your deck and take in the glory of the Milky 
Way, planets, shooting stars and satellites that will be more visible with the dark skies.  Download 
a star gazing app, and bring a pair of binoculars or a telescope.  As an added bonus, the peak of 
the Perseid meteor shower this year is on the night of August 12 until before dawn on August 13.  
Check this newsletter, eblasts and our website for more information and  resources. 
 
The Haliburton Home Hardware Building Center is joining the KLCOA again as a major sponsor 
to our events.  Susan Marlow has also donated her proceeds from her last years pickleball clinics 
to the 2023 Regatta.   Thank you Haliburton Home Hardware Building Center and Susan     
Marlow and her pickleball students for their generous donations.  Please show your support by 
shopping local and patronizing Home Hardware and those of our other advertisers. 
 
Summer is a busy time at the Lake.  Traffic on both land and water is heavy.  As you enjoy boating 
on our Lakes, please be respectful of others and be aware of your surroundings and how you are 
affecting them.  Obey the rules of the water but also be aware of how your individual watercraft  
affects the area around you including shorelines and docks.  It may be that you need to slow down 
or stay further way from shore and other boats to minimize your impact.  Check our website for 
more details on boating safety and etiquette at www.klcoa.org 
 
On land, slow down and share the road respectfully. Walkers, bikers and vehicle operators are all 
entitled to use the roads. 
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2023 is an election year for the KLCOA board of directors. Your present Board of directors are 
to be congratulated for their commitment to the Kennisis Lake community. During their term, 
they have initiated and completed many projects to make out lake community a better place.  
Well done to all of the directors!  
 
If you are interested in running for a place on the board, contact myself or nomination director 
Joan Middleton.  All nominations must be received by July 31. 
 
Thank you to all of the wonderful volunteers that participate with the KLCOA at events and   
programs, on committees, and on the board.  Your time and commitment is always appreciated! 
 
Have a safe and happy summer! 
 
Deb Wratschko, KLCOA President 
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Exciting Programs and Events Planned at Kennisis Lake Marina 
This Summer Updated! 

 
 
With the installation of its new Event Tent, the Kennisis Lake Marina will 
be the go-to destination for music, events, and programs. Marina owners, 
Gary Bouwmeister, Jim Dale and Chad Burdon are installing a  40-foot by 
60-foot tent, which should be ready this May. The tent is  located right 
next to the Pickle Ball Courts and can accommodate up to 200  people.   
The tent is available to rent for community events and private functions.  
 
 
 
Sue Bin, a long-time Kennisis Lake cottager and teacher will be running 
Camp Kennisis, a day camp for kids 5-11 yrs. old.  The 3-day- a- week 
camp will be run for 6 sessions, beginning the week of July 11th. The   
programs will include crafts, activities, and pickleball. For information 
and registration, please contact Sue at suecampk@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
Art classes and workshops will take place every Friday during July and       
August. Joyce Sumara, artist and Kennisis Lake cottager, along with local  
artist Harvey Walker will host a variety of programs for all levels. For details 
go to http://artinthetent.corsizio.com/  
 
Local Yoga instructor Lorrie McCauley will be offering yoga classes Sundays to Thursdays.       
Sessions are available at both the advanced level (with      modifications  offered) as well as       
beginner/relaxing yoga. Classes will be    offered in  8 class packages or pay 
as you go.  Lorrie will also be offering  Yoga for Kids and Self Defense/
Karate for Kids.  For information and   registration, please  contact Lorrie 
directly at athleticmeditation@gmail.com. 
 
Kennisis Courts – Pickleball and Tennis 
Visit: https://kennisislakemarina.com/pages/kennisis-courts for          
information on membership, lessons, Pro clinics, tournaments, Round Robins and more fun! 
 
 
Group Buy for AEDs 
KLCOA will again be offering AEDs at a discounted price.  Watch the              
e-blasts for further details. 
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Live music @ Smoke on the Water- Every Friday and Saturday 
Camp Kennisis: Tuesday-Thursday, Weeks of July 11, 18, 25, August 1, 8, 15 
Art- Open Studio and Classes–Fridays 
Yoga – Sundays to Thursdays 
July 22- Poker Run* 
July 29- Halloween in July* 

July 29- St. John's Ambulance will be presenting a 3-hour First Aid/CPR hands-on skills presentation. 
Note that you will walk away with the knowledge to make a difference in the Chain of Survival. First aid 
topics include CPR and AEDs, choking, drowning, cuts, bites and EpiPens. Note:  This is not a                 
certification course.  If there is enough interest, a certification program may be offered in the future.  
Time options: 9 am – Noon Or 12:30 pm -3:30pm Each Class is limited to 25 participants.  
Location: – Event tent @ Kennisis Marina 
Cost: $40/person 
Any questions! contact: Brenda Lobraico @416-271-4958 or brendalobraico@gmail.com 
August 5- KLCOA Regatta* 

     Comedy Night* 
August 6- Storyteller- Bob Graham* 
August 12- Corn Hole Tournament 
August 15- Euchre Tournament* 
August 19- Kennisis Courts Annual Pickleball Tournament** 

August 22 Stencil Your Own Cottage Pillow cost: $55.00, You will go home with 
your own      handcrafted stenciled pillow. Includes pillow insert and use of all materials to create your 
own cottage       pillow.  To secure your spot for you and a friend, e- transfer money                                 
to: Brenda.lobraico@gmail.com or text to 416-271-4958 

August 23- Kennisis/Stanhope Pickleball Tournament** 
August 26- Rock on the Dock @ the Bouwmeisters 
September 2 -Comedy Night* 
* Details coming soon. 
**Members only- Spectators and Cheerleaders welcomed! For Pickleball membership inquiries, 
please contact Lisa Dale at cottagecourts@gmail.com 
How can I rent the tent?  
For information on renting the Kennisis Event Tent, or if you are interested in running a program, 
please contact Sheelagh Lawrance and Liz Austin at kennisiseventtent@gmail.com 
How do I find out more? 
The following page lists the programs and events planned and confirmed as of time of writing.  For 
the most up to date information, visit the Marina Website at www.kennisislakemarina.com and click 
on “ Events”.  
Events and Programs will be announced on social media. You can follow the Marina on Instagram or 
check out Facebook posts on “Kennisis Lake is Better than Your Lake”  or Pickleball@The Lake.  
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Our First Summer Event: LADIES OF THE LAKE LUNCHEON 
 
A BIG THANK YOU goes out to Phylis Walton who offered to host the luncheon this 
year. However, due to weather concerns, the luncheon was moved to the event tent 
at the Marina. Thank you, Kennisis Lake Marina! Many thanks to Liz Austin and 
Sheelagh Lawrance for co-organizing the event. 
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So, what do 100 ladies do 

in a tent? 
 

REMINISCE,  
SHARE NEW LIFE 

STORIES,  
EAT AND LAUGH! 
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We learned about:: 

 

           Yoga 

         Kids Camp        Art in the Tent 
 

          Pickelball       Art on the Dock 

        The Regatta 
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  Sirch Donations 

And we even learned about dress sizes!! 

      News Updates  



With all of the fires and floods occurring in Canada and in other countries, Hydro One would like to remind all 
of us about the need to be prepared in case a catastrophe affects us! 
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Kennisis Lakes Water Quality 
Update of 2022 

Our Water Quality (WQ) testing 
continued in 2022 and the      
results showed that although our 
Kennisis lakes are still in         
relatively good shape from a  
water quality perspective, the 
trend however, is showing higher 
nutrients over time which       
indicates a degradation in our 
water quality.  
We still have higher than normal 
Total Phosphorus (TP) results in 
the east bay of Little Kennisis 
which could be from septic    
systems or perhaps fertilizers. 
TP values were lower in the 
spring and peaked back up in 
the fall.   
These results represent a sober 
warning that we need to take 
immediate action to preserve our 
water quality on the Kennisis 
Lakes. As the representative 
from the MOECP reminded us, 
it’s entirely up to us to maintain 
the health of the water in our 
lakes – no one will do it for us.  
For 2022, the KLCOA partnered 
with Woodlands and Waterways 
EcoWatch (WWEW) to develop 
a pilot water quality monitoring 
program which is expected to 
expand to lakes across          
Haliburton County. In 2022, 
WWEW and Lake Association 
citizen scientists sampled water 
quality parameters from 35 sites 
on 24 lakes plus a reference lake 
in Haliburton Forest. This       
program represents a broad-
scale monitoring objective of 
having water quality data that is 
comparable across lakes within 
the County and with             
neighbouring regions. See the 
full 2022 KLCOA WQ             
report  at www.klcoa.org 
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Why This Recipe? By Valentina Fagg 

Years ago, my parents use to own a billiard 
hall in Collingwood, ON. My mom was pretty 
strict with the regular customers and took a 
“no nonsense” approach with the teenagers. 
Every time they swore, she would make them 
put 25 cents in the “swear jar” and when it 
was full, she would donate the money to the 
Diabetes Assoc.   
I have been sorting through many of her   
possessions and often donate them to       
Diabetes Canada to honor her approach at 
the pool hall. 
Diabetes Canada now sends me newsletters 
regularly as a means to educate us about 
healthy lifestyle choices. I have been         
encouraged to share information with others. 
This recipe for salmon comes from their        
e-book, “Eating for Wellness”  and can be 
found on their website,  
www.diabetes.ca along with many other   
useful tools.  
I am sure that lake trout from Kennisis Lake 
would taste wonderful using the same        
ingredients! Enjoy! 
 

KLCOA Fall Meeting:
 
Our annual Fall meeting will be 
conducted through an online   
format this year, tentative date is 
September 7th. 
Hybrid meetings are just not  
possible yet due to the challenge 
with connectivity. 
More details will be available 
through our eblasts. 
 
Stay tuned! 
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Many thanks to all of our contributing artists! Many thanks to all of the visitors who viewed or 
purchased pieces of artwork. Despite worrying about the rain, everyone was greeted with 
friendly smiles and eager to talk and answer questions. Thank you to Janis Parker for          
organizing and sponsoring this event again this year! 
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Announcing: Our 2023 Regatta 
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The Marina has an AED - Thank You! 
Lynda Henry posted this note on Facebook!  
“Thank you Lauren Jessica Walton and everyone who donated to make it possible to have this AED    
machine at the marina. It was so nice to see it out in front at the marina. 

And thanks to the KLCOA for organizing the presentation this morning 
to purchase an AED for our cottage at a discounted price.”  
The KLCOA is again offering a group buy program for AEDs. AEDs 
are small, portable devices that can be used in sudden cardiac arrest 
emergencies.   
 There are four different options to choose from, as well as an         
opportunity to purchase a refurbished model at a significantly reduced 
cost.  The provider www.https://rescue7.net/ 
will register your AED and provide follow ups when your battery and 
pads need to be replaced.   
Replacement batteries and pads for AEDs previously purchased 
through the KLCOA group buy can also be purchased.  Pads and    
batteries are good for 4 years.    
 EXAMPLE: Retail: $1889.00,KLCOA Group Buy Cost: $1,499.00 
Walks you through the complete use of the unit with audio and visual 
prompts, when to press the shock button (making it a “semi-automatic” 
AED – the user presses the shock button if/when instructed) and a 
loud metronome will keep time with your compressions when you do 
CPR.  More options are available by going to www. klcoa.org  or in our 
eblasts. 
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KLCOA Offered Another Septic Workshop 
Many thanks Jim Prince for organizing the 
workshop and thanks to Paul and Tammy 
Chamney for offering their location for the 
Jluy 15th workshop.  
Although Dysart et al initiated the level 4  
septic inspections a few years ago, (now   
reduced to level 3) there continues to be    
community members who are seeking more 
information about septic wellness.  
This year, Derek Sutton created a video for 
KLCOA which will be available on our      
website soon. He is also to be credited for 
these photos. 
Also, thank you to Mike Rahme from     
HomePro and  Bri Quinn from Dysart et al for 
sharing their knowledge. 

Mike Rahme inspects and talks 
about septic wellness. 

Bri Quinn from  Dysart et al talks about bylaw 
septic inspections.  

Jim Prince, KLCOA        
workshop leader 
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INTRODUCING OUR KLCOA SPONSORS: 

We are very pleased to announce that Haliburton and 
Minden Home Hardware. Parker Pad and Printing and 
Viper Marketing offered to sponsor our Kennisis Lake 
Community events again the year!  The additional funds 
will go towards our increasing costs for “Art on the Dock” 
and also for our new  “End of Summer” community event 
in the event tent at the Marina. We are very thankful for 
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 As an additional reminder, a previous webinar with Dr. Elizabeth Favot, a research biologist, 
presented us with details on what blue green algae is, what causes it and what we can do to 
help prevent it. Plenty of information was based on science and research but also very        
informative. We all knew that fertilizers increase phosphorous in our waters and we also know 
that we need to keep our shorelines as natural a possible, but a few more interesting facts 
were also presented. Interested folks can watch the webinar at this link: 
https://youtu.be/llAf5TTGo7Q  

On May 31st, Sadie Fischer was able to talk to us about the collection of benthic 
macro invertebrates or bugs that live in the muck near the shoreline and can be 
seen by the human eye and do not have backbones. When the results were gath-
ered from 6 sights on Big Kennisis and compared to a scientific scale, the number 
of bugs told us that Kennisis Lake is presently a healthy lake. Good news!  
Little Kennisis may be included in the next search for bugs in the muck as this data 
gathering is planned over a 5 year period. 
Since we are fortunate to have a youtube channel, interested folks can watch the    
webinar at this link:   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nsc4AsgWzfE  

We are also looking at more webinars listed below. If you have other suggestions, please  
      
 contact Jim Prince at the address listed      
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Benthic Testing On Kennisis Lake Tells the Health Of Our Lake  
(Complete results can be found  on our website www.klcoa.org) 

 
The final test results 
indicate that “Kennisis 
Lake appears to be 
healthy” after taking 
samples from 6       
different sites. 
The study will continue 
for another year to  
produce a 5 year trend. 
In the meantime, be 
aware of the            
recommendations and  
· refrain from using    

pollutants,  
· limit wakes near 

shorelines,  
· clean boats and 

equipment to  
before leaving or 
entering our 
lakes 
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REMINDER: NOT ALL HAZARDS ON THE WATER ARE MARKED 
WITH BUOYS! 

 

INDIVIDUAL BOATERS ARE RESPONSIBLE TO AVOID NAVIGATION HAZARDS! 

 A NEW         
NO WAKE 
MARKER 

 

A “No Wake” 
marker has 
been requested 
and deployed 
near the         
entrance to 
dam. Be aware 
and reduce 
speed to avoid 
personal injury 
or injury to     
others. 
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                           REMINDER: KLCOA Annual Stickers  
 

Please pick up your annual stickers at the Marina Store.  There are a lot of 
past year stickers still on file.  These stickers will no longer be available after 
the Thanksgiving Weekend. 
If you need a new sign please contact                                                                           
Joan Middlelton at jmiddletonlake@gmail.com 

REMINDER: 
SPEED LIMIT 
Wakes near 
shorelines 
cause erosion, 
loss of plant 
growth and 
harm to shallow 
water fish    
species and the 
habitat that 
shoreline    
wildlife rely   
upon. The  
Federal       
Department of 
Fisheries and 
Oceans has 
imposed a 
speed limit of 
10 kilometres 
an hour within 
30 metres of 
the shoreline 
of all           
navigable   
waters in  
Canada.  
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We are pleased to mention that the editor of “Ontario Out of Doors Magazine has provided           
permission to use this article in Kennisis Breeze. We hope that children and adults all     
benefit from this useful information. 
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KLCOA Board of Director Elections 2023 

At the Annual General Meeting of the KLCOA in September 2023, elections will be held for the new Board of         
Directors. All current directors wishing to run again must stand for re-election along with any new candidates. 
The Board is a working board. Each Director is expected to take on at least one portfolio and/or major project. There 
are a minimum of six board meetings per year, in a combination of face-to-face meetings and conference calls. You 
must be a KLCOA member in good standing to be elected to the Board. This year, we were especially looking for, 
but not limited to, new directors with skills in website administration, roads monitoring and maintenance as well as 
expertise or keen interest in government relations, building community and engaging our next  generation. 
A nominee was required to submit the nomination/consent to run form as well as a                   
4 or 5 sentence paragraph about who you are, your skills set, why you want to run, and a        
cottage-themed photo of yourself, which will be published to the membership after                   
July 31st, 2023. 
Nomination Committee Chair: Joan Middleton, KLCOA VP jmiddletonlake@gmail.com 
Deb Wratschko, KLCOA President klcoa.president.2017@gmail.com 
Jacquie Geall, KLCOA Secretary jacandclay@icloud.com 

 
As mentioned in the previous Spring newsletter and in eblasts, nominations were to be submitted by July 31st in  
order to post them on the KLCOA website.    
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Soap Pond Lands are now owned by the KLCOA. As with other KLCOA lands and           
partnership lands, the property is available to the public should they wish to use it. This is consistent with 
the KLCOA Lake plan and helps to address the lack of public lands around our lakes. Please remember 
that these lands are for “day use” only and fireworks are not permitted in this area. Also, There are no 
formal fire pits on the Soap Pond Lands and KLCOA does not presently have the infrastructure to       
construct or maintain any fire pits on the lands. Campfires would naturally increase the risk of a wildfire 
on the lands and possibly pose a risk to neighbours. Fires could also impact KLCOA liability and          
insurance. This is also consistent with the Dysart et al bylaw (2019-25) which prohibits daytime burning 
for the  period of April through October. Enjoy the peace and tranquility that this land has to offer! 
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The Eurasian Watermilfoil has    
already been identified in some 
lakes in Haliburton, 
 
We need to be vigilant to keep this 
invasive weed from entering     
Kennisis Lake. Thank you to      
Ontaio’s invasive Species     
Awareness Program fpr providing 
this information. More information 
about invasive species can be 
found at  
https://www.invadingspecies.com/ 
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Reminder: BOATING 
LAWS 

COTTAGE  LIFE interviews  Sgt. Paul 
Csanyi from Halton Regional Police  

Driving a Boat While Impaired?
Your driver’s license would be    
suspended, even though it’s a    
vessel. Monetary fines, probation 
time, license and /or custody could 
be imposed depending on your  
criminal record.                             
Can My Passengers Drink Alcohol 
on the Boat?                                    
A vessel must have sleeping      
quarters with permanent cooking 
facilities and the vessel must be 
anchored or moored at a dock. 
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Kennisis Lake  Annual Fishing Derby 
Four times a year, Canadian residents can fish for free in Ontario (meaning no fishing licence is required for 
anyone)  on Family Day in February, Mother’s Day weekend, Father’s Day weekend and Family Fishing 
week, July 1-9, 2023. Thank you to the Neeley family for organizing the rock bass fishing derby again this 
year for our Kennisis community.  The 25 participants caught a total of 124.35 ponds of rock bass! Well 
done! What a great family activity for our fishing enthusiasts! 
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It’s A Wrap!   
    Celebrate the end of another wonderful summer with the KLCOA End of Summer Event! 
 
Date: Saturday, September 2, 2023 - 10am to Noon 
Location: Event Tent at the Marina 
 
Meet your Lake neighbors and friends to: 
 
Enjoy the famous scones from SIRCH Bistro in Haliburton with coffee, tea and juice (Compliments 
of the KLCOA) 
  
Wear your favourite plaids to take a 'season wrap up' picture' in the photo booth 
 
Meet KLCOA Incumbent board members and new nominees 
 
Enter to win a fabulous door prize (details coming soon) 

 
 

  



Many thanks to our              
advertisers who have        

supported us for the 2023 
season! Thank you for      
contributing your part                   

in our journey! 
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